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 Prayer: A Way of Discerning, Following and Living 
 

 Someone might ask, “Why should I pray when God already knows what I want?”  The 
response to this is that prayer is not about informing God what our needs are.  God already 
knows our needs and does not need our prayers to keep Himself updated on what is happening 
in our lives.  Instead, prayer is for our sake, not for God’s sake. 

 

 Sometimes we pray for what we want and instead, God gives us what we need.  What we 
need is not always what we want, but God in his providential mercy gives us what we need.  
What is this telling us?  Prayer in this sense summons a way of discerning God’s will and not a 
way of intimating with God only in time of crisis and need in order to get what we want from 
God.  God’s answer may not be exactly what we ask for or expect.   

 

In the “Lord’s Prayer,” Jesus is teaching us that prayer should lead us to recognize God’s 
will as the determining factor in our Christian life.  Submission to the will of God is a way of 
life.  Thus understood in this light, prayer becomes a way of life, always seeking to discern the 
will of God, the way our Lord Jesus does. 

 

Yes, we do pray for our needs in our daily life.  And we know of the willingness of God to 
match our requests with grace and kindness we can never measure.  But praying for our needs 
is only part of our relationship with God.  Our whole life is to be a way of prayer to God, be-
cause our whole life is about following Jesus, being a disciple of Jesus.  If we only pray when 
we are in a crisis, are we truly Christian?  Prayer is not a magic formula to be recited to bring 
about the desired results.  Prayer is also a way of living.  It is following Jesus on the road, con-
stantly seeking to fit our daily exercise of life into the purpose that God wills for us.  

 

Fr. Bart 
Parochial Vicar 



 

 

 
 July 24 � 31, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, July 24  5 p.m. Leonor F. Tiongson † Mom & Dad 
Sunday, July 25 8 a.m. Margaret Hicks † Gerald Hicks 
 9:30 a.m. Leonor F. Tiongson † Mom & Dad 
 11 a.m. Raphael Offiah † Mike Anibogu & Family 
 12:30 p.m. Leonor Tiongson † Mom & Dad  
 2 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Mandarin Mass Group 
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, July 26 8 a.m. Sr. Dolores Caren † Sisters of Mercy 
Tuesday, July 27 8 a.m. Thomas Arouge � Birthday Sherly & John Arouge  
Wednesday, July 28 8 a.m. Martin Padilla † Barce Family  
Thursday, July 29 8 a.m. Personal Intentions Jean Coppock  
Friday, July 30 8 a.m. Ethel Co’s Birthday & Healing  Josie Co 
Saturday, July 31 8 a.m. Ignace Huang � Thanksgiving  Huang Family 
 5 p.m. Lena Jeffre † Jeffre Family  
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Abel, Dorothy 

Alexander, Evelyn Baker, Bill Brazil, Barbara 
Brendlinger, Elizabeth Brown, Josephine Can-
epa, Jeffrey Chavez, Steve Connell, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Juanita Estrellas, 
Norte Estrellas, Walt Faria, Louis & Sally Fer-
nandez, Michael Fleming, Emilio Gallegos, Ann 
Gerletti, Fran Giachino, Teresa Grant, Domingos 
Gregorio, Joe Gressel, Betty Harrell, Frances 
Haynes, Joanne Hockman, Steve Jeffre, Emanuel 
Johnson, Adie Kasari, Tom Kennedy Jr., Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Evelyn Miché, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellin-
gra, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, Sr. Mary 
Soong, Julie Spotts, Amy Stymer, Jack Sudall, 
Marilyn Sutton and Helene Wulbern. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Stewardship 
               

 Envelopes & EFT (205) $5,967 
 Loose Donations  1,227        
 Total Regular Collection $7,194 
 

The Church in Latin America $613 
 

Next Weekend: Parish & School Development 
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Message of Stewardship 
Jesus is describing God’s immeasurable gen-

erosity when He says in today’s Gospel, 
“Whoever asks, receives; whoever seeks, finds; 
whoever knocks, is admitted.”  But it should also 
be the description of us as Christian stewards � 
those seeking to follow Christ by using our gifts 
in service to others. 

Alison Reyes 

Louis Fernandez 
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Garage Sale Set for July 31 
St. John’s Parish will hold a white elephant 

garage sale on Saturday, July 31, on St. John’s 
School grounds.   

Contributions of reusable items are welcome.  
If you would like to donate, please drop them off 
at the church office weekdays between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m.  For any large items, please contact the rec-
tory office at 232-5659. 

Donated clothes should be clean and hung on a 
hanger. 

All proceeds from this sale and any monetary 
donations will benefit St. John’s rectory improve-
ments and will be greatly appreciated. 

Volunteers for this event are welcome.  If you 
are interested, please contact Fr. Bart. 

School Enrollment Open 
Enrollment applications for new students at St. 

John’s are available in the school office.  If you 
know of a family interested in sending their chil-
dren to St. John’s, please have them call 234-2244 
or come by the office for an appointment. 

GRIP Staging Food Drive 
The Greater Richmond Interfaith Program is 

feeding lunch to an average of 250 hungry people 
each day, compared to 200 people per day last 
year.  The homeless shelter is always nearly full to 
capacity.   

GRIP is running low on food and is asking its 
member congregations to support efforts to feed  
the hungry in a variety of ways: 

1. Become a walker for the annual Harmony 
Walk to End Hunger Oct. 9.  Ask friends, family 
and businesses to sponsor your walk with cash do-
nations.  Aim to raise at least $1,000 each. 

2. Bring canned vegetables and spices to the 
barrels outside the Conference Room and the San 
Pablo Ave. entrance of St. John's Church during 
the month of July.  Large cans are preferred but all 
sizes are welcome, but please no glass containers. 

3. Volunteer to prepare and serve a nutritious 
dinner at the GRIP homeless shelter on the third 
Saturday of each month.  Thanks especially to 
Olivia and Walter Wong, with help from Jean 
Bush, for providing a six-course Chinese takeout 
dinner to the shelter guests on June 19. 

4. Write checks to GRIP for general GRIP 
needs or to Joseph Orr of St. John's to help pay for 
the dinners.   

For more information, please call Joe Orr at 
work 450-7933 or at home 237-5568. 

 

St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

12:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 27:  
Birthday Celebration 

Sing-Along with Ligia 

Local Chapter of Courage 
Do you know someone who identifies her/

himself as gay/lesbian, homosexual or same-sex 
attracted, and feels that this keeps her/him from 
taking full part in the life of the Church? 

If so, please consider talking to her/him about 
Courage, a ministry that welcomes all the 
Church’s children. 

For more information about the new chapter of 
Courage in the Oakland Diocese, please contact 
courageEB24gmail.com. 

Holy Hour for Priests on Aug. 4 
At the request of the Presbyteral Council, 

Bishop Cordileone has invited every parish to 
conduct a holy hour to pray for the priests of 
the diocese. 

The holy hour is to take place at every par-
ish, including St. John’s, from 7 to 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, the feast day of St. John 
Vianney, patron of parish priests. 

All parishioners are invited to attend this 
holy hour of prayer to intercede for the priests 
who serve the Oakland Diocese: for those who 
are now serving, for those who are retired, sick 
or have passed away, and for current and future 
seminarians.  This holy hour will conclude the 
Year for the Priest in the Oakland Diocese. 
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Cathedral Organ Demonstration 
Twice a month, the free 1 p.m. cathedral do-

cent tour will have an added attraction � Christ the 
Light Cathedral organist Rudy de Vos will give a 
short talk about the 5,298-pipe Conroy Memorial 
Organ and will demonstrate its capacities. 

Mark down the second and fourth Wednesday 
of each month for this special event.  Gather for 
tours at the entrance to the Oakland cathedral at 
12:45 p.m. 

Evening Recollection Tuesday 
Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society will sponsor 

an evening recollection with Fr. Christopher J. 
Crotty, C.P.M., from 6 to 9 p.m. next Tuesday, 
July 27, at St. John the Baptist Church. 

Fr. Crotty is a missionary 
priest with the Fathers of Mercy 
and a native of San Francisco.   
He is founder of the Fathers of 
Mercy Healing Ministry and co-
founder and director of the In-
stitute of the Holy Spirit.  Fr. 
Crotty teaches nationwide on 
radio and other media. 

Admission is free. 
Fr. Crotty 

Summer Series on Confession 
Each summer, our parish devotes a series of 

Sunday homilies to a particular subject as a means 
of increasing our knowledge of the faith. 

The emphasis for these talks is on catechesis, 
rather than reflections on the particular scripture 
readings for that Sunday. 

This year’s topic will be the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation.  The schedule: 

Aug. 1 � Examination of Conscience 
Aug. 8 � Confession 
Aug. 22 � Reconciliation & Absolution 
(On Aug. 15, we will celebrate the Assumption 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.) 
Our parish Web site has related videos on 

“Confession,” “How To Say the ‘Act of Contri-
tion,’” and other topics.  Just go to 
www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on 
the Multimedia link. 

Mandarin Mass This Sunday 
Our monthly Mandarin Mass will be held this 

Sunday, July 25, at 2 p.m. in the church. 
The Mass time was recently changed from 3 to 

2 p.m., on the fourth Sunday of the month. 

Get Ready for Festival 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, 

Sept. 19 for our annual Parish Festival. 
We’ll feature children’s carnival games, 

international foods, live entertainment, a grand 
prize raffle drawing and a Brazilian barbecue. 

Ethnic groups, especially new ones, are in-
vited to enhance our selections at the interna-
tional food court.  To inquire, please contact 
John Huber at 758-2638. 

We’re looking for new entertainment acts 
to perform in the school yard.  If you would 
like to volunteer or have a suggestion, contact 
Pam Vincent at 233-6486. 

Helen Stubbs will be collecting donated 
items for our popular Country Store.  These 
include usable books, small electrical appli-
ances, tools, pottery, bric-a-brac, potpourri, 
vases, toys and jewelry. 

Joan Aiken, coordinator of Grandma’s Gar-
den booth, invites donations of live potted 
plants in early September.   

We do not plan on having a Festival Dinner 
on Saturday night, Sept. 18. 

Conference on Culture of Life 
Mary’s House of Mercy, a lay apostolate of the 

Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society, invites you to a 
one-day conference embracing the culture of life 
on Saturday, Aug. 7, at Holy Spirit Parish Gym in 
Fremont. 

Speakers will be Fr. Tom Euteneuer, president 
of Human Life International, and Dr. John 
Bruchalski, a former abortion doctor who was 
touched by God’s mercy. 

Registration will be from 7:30  to 9 a.m., with 
Mass starting at 8:30 a.m.  Registration forms are 
available at Divine Mercy Chapel, next door to St. 
John’s Church, or by e-mailing divinemercyje-
sus@comcast.net. 
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St. John the Baptist Parish Festival 

 
Carnival on Sunday, Sept. 19 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
St. John’s Schoolyard & Gym 

 
 

Children’s Games 
International Food Court 

Live Entertainment 
Country Store 

Grandma’s Garden 
Celebrity Shower 

Cotton Candy & Pastel 
Popcorn, Nachos 

And Featuring New This Year … Brazilian Barbecue 
 

Come have fun with your friends at church & school 
 

Everyone Is Welcome! 


