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Of Martha and Mary: A Call to Discipleship

Dear Friends,

In this weekend’s reading, our Gospel brings ufi¢ocontext of the Martha-Mary narrative.
This is a story that makes a point about attituates behaviors, foundational to understanding our
call to discipleship. It begins by telling us aktvisit of Our Lord Jesus, to which both sisters r
spond differently.

The comparison and contrast between the sistesporses is very significant. Both of
them are hostess and they love Jesus equally iad.tind. However, Martha, on the one hand, be-
haves as a hostess who is fussing around, woib@tiered and distracted by all the preparations
that have to be done. On the other hand, Maryengaging in the preparations to be done, sits at
the feet of the Lord and listens to his story. ttiBg at the feet of the Lord” is important to déso
because it signifies a Jewish tradition of beirtisgiple.

Looking closely at the story, Martha’s work wastaganly important. Only she is worried
about all the things that have to be made. Herncedrags her attention away from Jesus. Our
Lord did not condemn Martha for serving but admbeds her for being so distracted with serving
that she neglected “what is better.” Mary, in cast, sitting at the feet of Jesus, has chosent‘wha
is better.” “What is better” here simply meanddisng to Jesus. Thus, the most important re-
sponse of a hostess (or host) is to receive Jasus!.

Reckoning this from the perspective of discipleshiie Gospel in this Mary-Martha story is
intimating that Mary is a disciple, and as suchr,behavior is to be emulated. To be a discipte is
determine priorities, and the highest priority minstto listen to the Word. It is like setting aopr
ity to our Sunday obligation to listen to the WafdGod amidst the weekend'’s distractions.

The gospel is a reminder that it could be very dasys to focus on less-essential tasks,
assuming that these can produce more effectivdtseset we need to be very careful with our
“busy-ness” that distracts us from the real busiredshearing Christ. It is always good to remem-
ber that through the Word, Christ renews our liged builds our Church. Let us be aware of our
worldly concerns that divert us from the prioritiytbe Word. Amidst the “busy-ness” of and in
this world, do we find time to “to sit at the fesdtthe Lord?”

Fr. Bart

Parochial Vicar
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Intentions I~ Week

Saturday, July 17 5p.m.
Sunday, July 18 8 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
Monday, July 19 8 a.m.
Tuesday, July 20 8 a.m.
Wednesday, July 21 8 a.m.
Thursday, July 22 8 a.m.
Friday, July 23 8 a.m.
Saturday, July 24 8 a.m.
5p.m.

Intention

Omar S. Fortich 1
John Miché Jr. T
Leonor F. Tiongson t
Nnamdi Uche
Leonor Tiongson t
St. John’s Parishioners
Madeline Gaines T
Carla Salvador Birthday
Paul Liu Thanksgiving
Renaldo Marin 1
Ronildo Liberato Birthday
Mary Ellen Patrick t
Leonor F. Tiongson t

July 17 24, 2010

Requested By
Engi¢to& Family
Eric Jamobs

Mom & Dad

Uche Family

Mom & Dad

Brazilian Communit
Mary Huang

Freitas Family
Huang Family
Marin Fgmi
Freitas Family
MEnang
Mom & Dad

Message of Stewardship

Today’s readings speak of hospitality. Abraf
ham, who cheerfully did for his guests all that

desert hospitality required, was rewarded wit
his heart’s desire a son. Martha also busie
herself with all the details of hospitality, but
grudgingly and with complaint. Am | a cheerfu

Stewardship

Envelopes & EFT (186) $3,798
,  Loose Donations 1,330
4 Total Regular Collection $5,128

Please remember your parish in your will.

or a grudging giver?

Let Us Pray for the Sick:
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Abel, Dorothy,

Jaida Domingo-Bryant

Alexander, Evelyn Baker, Bill Brazil, Barbara
Brendlinger, Elizabeth Brown, Josephine Car
epa, Jeffrey Chavez, Steve Connell, Isabel
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Juanita Estrellas
Norte Estrellas, Walt Faria, Louis & Sally Fer-

nandez, Michael Fleming, Emilio Gallegos, An
Gerletti, Fran Giachino, Teresa Grant, Domingg
Gregorio, Joe Gressel, Betty Harrell, Francg
Haynes, Joanne Hockman, Steve Jeffre, Emant
Johnson, Adie Kasari, Tom Kennedy Jr., Marsh
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano,
Evelyn Miché, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellin
gra, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, Sr. Mar
Soong, Julie Spotts, Amy Stymer, Jack Suda
Marilyn Sutton and Helene Wulbern.

Please call the rectory to add or remove namg

a T

, e Sally Fernandez
S No More Clothes, Please

S

We have a new policy for the bins outside
ielthe Conference Room and at the San Pablo Av
a church entrance. We are only accepting non

perishable food. No clothes, please.

The reason for this is that the church has n

| storage space.

cipient agency, such as the Bay Area Rescl
. Mission at 2114 Macdonald Ave. in Richmond.

Please take your clothes directly to the ret

1%

2



Conference Room Dedicated
Our parish meeting room was renamed the Fr.
John Maxwell Conference Room last weekend
in honor of our late pastor. Thanks to all those
who arranged the dedication ceremony and

Garage Sale Set for July 31
St. John’s Parish will hold a white elephani
garage sale on Saturday, July 31, on St. Johr
School grounds.

Contributions of reusable items are welcomse.

If you would like to donate, please drop them of
at the church office weekdays between 9 a.m. aj
5 p.m. For any large items, please contact the re
tory office at 232-5659.

Donated clothes should be clean and hung on
hanger.

All proceeds from this sale and any monetar
donations will benefit St. John’s rectory improve-
ments and will be greatly appreciated.

Volunteers for this event are welcome. If yol
are interested, please contact Fr. Bart.

attended pot-luck supper Saturday night. o
Composer To Visit San Ramon
Spend an afternoon of spiritual renewal with
hymn-writer Dan Schutte, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. of]

GRIP Staging Food Drive

The Greater Richmond Interfaith Program i$unday, July 25, at St. Joan of Arc Parish in San

feeding lunch to an average of 250 hungry peopkamon.

each day, compared to 200 people per day last Hear him speak of the place of prayer in a lif¢

year. The homeless shelter is always nearly éull of faith. Experience first-hand a sampling of thes
capacity. GRIP is running low on food and is ask30 beautiful prayer exercises that are designed

feed the hungry in a variety of ways: book and CD set will be available for purchase.

1. Become a walker for the annual Harmony For more information, call (925) 830-0600.
Walk to End Hunger Oct. 9. Ask friends, family
and businesses to sponsor your walk with cash do-
nations. Aim to raise at least $1,000 each.

2. Bring canned vegetables and spices to the, —, : . :
barrels outside the Conference Room and the S%%hn S ?refava}lllablf n tthil SChOOIdQﬁ'CteH .If mt
Pablo Ave. entrance of St. John's Church during 2w ©' @ family Interested in sending their chi

School Enroliment Open

the month of July. Large cans are preferred Hut a
sizes are welcome, but please no glass container?

3. Volunteer to prepare and serve a nutritious
dinner at the GRIP homeless shelter on the thi
Saturday of each month. Thanks especially {
Olivia and Walter Wong, with help from Jean
Bush, for providing a six-course Chinese takeol
dinner to the shelter guests on June 19.

4. Write checks to GRIP for general GRIR
needs or to Joseph Orr of St. John's to help pay 1
the dinners.

For more information, please call Joe Orr g
work 450-7933 or at home 237-5568.

r come by the office for an appointment.

St. John’s Seniors

St. John the Baptist Community Center
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington
Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays
12:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 20:
Garth Schultz, City of El Cerrito:
Recycling and other environmental issues

Enroliment applications for new students at St.

(?ren to St. John's, please have them call 234-2244

to
ing its member congregations to support efforts @aw one into a deeper relationship with God. The




Evening Recollection July 27 .
Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society will sponsor Get Ready for Festival
an evening recollection with Fr. Christopher J.  Please mark your calendars for Sunday,

Crotty, C.P.M., from 6 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, July 27, S€Pt. 19 for our annual Parish Festival.
at St. John the Baptist Church. We'll feature children’s carnival games,

Fr. Crotty is a missionary int_ernational foo_ds, live enterta_li_nment, a grand
priest with the Fathers of Mercy Prize raffle drawing and a Brazilian barbecue.
and a native of San Francisco. Ethnic groups, especially new ones, are in-
He is founder of the Fathers of Vited to enhance our selections at the interna-
Mercy Healing Ministry and co- tional food court. For inquiries, please contact
founder and director of the In- John Huber at 758-2638. ,
stitute of the Holy Spirit. Fr. Helen Stubbs will be collecting donated
Crotty teaches nationwide on items for our popular Country Storfe. Thes.e

Fr. Crotty radio and other media. include usable books, small electrical appli-
Admission is free. ances, tools, pottery, bric-a-brac, potpourri,

vases, toys and jewelry.

. . Joan Aiken, coordinator of Grandma’s Gar-

Preparing for Eng“Sh Tea den booth, invites donations of live potted

St. John’s will be hosting its popular seventh -
annual English Tea on Saturday, Oct. 2. Ticket Sle;rgz_gnsfgrly September. Her phone number

will go on sale n September. . We do not plan on having a Festival Dinner
Due to the increased popularity of the tea, we Saturday night, Sept. 18

continue to accept donations of cups and saucers, ’ T

tea pots and silver serving trays. If you have any

of these items and would like to see them used and Barbecue Feast at St. David’s

enjoyed, you can drop them off at the church of- st David’s Church will hold a barbecued porK

fice or call Susan Bitner at 236-1250 for a pickupribs feast this Sunday afternoon, July 18. The
feast will be from noon to 3 p.m. in Rose Mello

Mandarin Mass Next Sunday Hall, which is behind the church at 5641 Esmong
Our monthly Mandarin Mass will be held nextave. in Richmond.
Sunday, July 25, at 2 p.m. in the church. Enjoy delicious barbecued port ribs, salad,

The Mass time was recently changed from 3 tgeans, roll and dessert for $12 adults, $5 children
2 p.m., on the fourth Sunday of the month.

A pot luck meal will follow the Mass in the
Conference Room. Everyone is welcome. For
more information, contact Lulu Hsia at 708-7109.

Talk on St. John Vianney
Fr. Vincent Siret, associate pastor of the Ar
parish in France, will give a talk on the priesttioo
and St. John Vianney at 7 p.m. this Sunday, July

U)

Don’'t Miss Mass on the Road 18, at the Cathedral of Christ the Light.

Are you planning to travel After the talk, veneration of a relic of St. John
this summer? If so, you'll be Vianney, patron of parish priests, will be heldiunt
glad to know that wherever midnight.
you go, you'll be able to find The talk and veneration will conclude a threet
out what time Mass is in day visit of the relic to the Oakland Diocese, i
your area. Simply go on-line Walnut Creek, Fremont and Oakland.
to www.MassTimes.orgor In commemoration of the Year for Priests, the
telephone 1-800-MASS- heart of St. John Vianney was brought to the U.$.
TIMES (1-800-627-7846). for only the second time.




Help Renew Our Church —

Pastoral Ministries

Finance Committee

John Huber 758-2638
Pastoral Council
Michele Larkrith 237-1966

Stewardship Committee
William Saner 237-6473
Sharon Ewen 412-9761

Church Ministries

Church Cleanup

Noreen Shaughnessy 235-6640
Office Volunteers

Mary Asuncion 232-5659
Religious Articles Store

Pat Jeffre 526-8647

Liturgical Ministries

Altar Servers

Simaima Sekona  837-0815

Environment (Church Decoration) Committee
Barbara Brendlinger  233-3871
Corinne Drymon  222-6999

Ministers of Holy Communion

Tom Kennedy 501-3956
Lectors

Mer Engalla 669-9204
Liturgy Committee

Richard Keller 234-1754

11 o’clock Mass Choir

Andy Gutierrez 559-3762
Multi-Cultural Choir (12:30 Mass)
Ligia Britto 525-9066

Saturday Vigil (5 p.m.) Mass Choir
Marissa Bautista  502-5076

Youth Choir (9:30 a.m. Mass)

Andy Gutierrez 559-3762
Ushers
Geraldine Judt 233-1960

Ministries of Community Spirit

African American Committee
Deacon Thom McGowan (707) 557-4039

Brazilian Community

Jose Freitas 232-4328

Join One of Our Ministries

Lunar New Year Celebration
Olivia Wong 233-1088

Our Lady of Guadalupe Committee
Frances and Everado Martin

San Lorenzo Ruiz de Manila Group

Bernie Juat Jr. 526-5828
Young Ladies Institute
Lena Cordella 526-4735

Religious Education Ministries
Adult Initiation (RCIA)

Christine Hickey 236-5872

John Houghton 526-1401

Richard Keller 234-1754
Baptism Preparation

Linda Crittondon 799-5374

Children’s Religious Education

Pam Vincent 233-6486
Confirmation & Youth Ministry

Fr. Bart 232-5659
Scripture Study

Richard Keller 234-1754

Ministries of Spiritual Growth
Morning Prayer (7:40 a.m.)
Tom Kennedy 501-3956

Ministries of Service

Couple-to-Couple League
Ron & Andrea Gronsky 526-5041

GRIP Delegates & Harmony Hunger Walk

Joe Orr 237-5568

GRIP Souper Center

First Wed.: Catherine Bianchini 234-0841
Third Sunday: Kathleen Keller 234-1754
233-1960

Fifth Friday: Geraldine Judt
GRIP Shelter

Monica Lalgee 234-8036

Joe Orr 237-5568
St. John’s Seniors

Jack Sudall 526-7365

Jan Duckart 527-3808
Sister Parish (Haiti) Committee

Pat Tilley 237-3984

234-3152




