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Fathers’ Day: Reckoning a Time of Fatherhood 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Do you remember “The Godfather?”  There is a beautiful line of dialogue in this movie of a 
godfather to his son.  He says, “Sonny, do you spend time with your family?”  The son replies, 
“Yes, father.”  And the godfather continues, “Good, because a man who doesn’t spend time 
with his family isn’t a real man.” 

 

Yes, time with the family is what makes a dad a real father to his family.  While honoring 
our dads on this day we call “Father’s Day," we wish our fathers to consider contemplating the 
greatest gift they could give to their children: the gift of time.  I have read an article that said 
the greatest fathers in our era don’t find time for their kids.  They MAKE time.  

 

Father’s Day, therefore, offers a gentle reminder to our dads – that a crisis of fatherhood is a 
result of the crises of time which eventually results in a crisis of faith in our family.  

 

As a tribute to our dads, let us pray for all of them today that they may be more faithful to 
their duties in the family in giving their time of fatherhood.  Let us pray to God to give them 
the moral strength to become good role models that their children can always look up to.  And 
it is my special prayer for all kids who lost their fathers, that the heavenly Father may show 
Himself to be their father in such a palpable way so as to fill the void left by the absence of a 
visible father.  

 
Father Bart 
Parochial Vicar 



 

 

 
 June 19 � 26, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, June 19  5 p.m. Grazioso & Angelina Bonomi † Mary Aldal 
Sunday, June 20 8 a.m. Warren “Bud” Martin † Alice Martin  
 9:30 a.m. Renato D. Patacsil † Angelina Patacsil  
 11 a.m. Russ Blair † Blair Family  
 12:30 p.m. Angelica Marie Pajuleras † Pajuleras Family  
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, June 21 8 a.m. Personal Intentions  Jean Coppock  
Tuesday, June 22 8 a.m. Thanksgiving  Huang Family  
Wednesday, June 23 8 a.m. Joseph & Margaret Wang † Daughter  
Thursday, June 24 8 a.m. Leonor F. Tiongson † Mom & Dad  
Friday, June 25 8 a.m. Robert and John Miche † Eugene & Mary Huang  
Saturday, June 26 8 a.m. James Rapella  Angela Rapella  
 5 p.m. Claire Gorin † Pat & Ray Jeffre 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Abel, Dorothy 

Alexander, Evelyn Baker, Bill Brazil, Barbara 
Brendlinger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, 
Steve Connell, Isabella Kristine Cruz, Deloris 
Davis, Juanita Estrellas, Norte Estrellas, Walt 
Faria, Louis & Sally Fernandez, Michael Flem-
ing, Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Fran Gia-
chino, Teresa Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Joe 
Gressel, Betty Harrell, Frances Haynes, Joanne 
Hockman, Steve Jeffre, Adie Kasari, Tom Ken-
nedy Jr., Marsha Lightfoot, Maria Impang 
Lozada, Eric Lubrano, Evelyn Miché, Lolita 
Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, Dina Pieroni, Leola 
Richardson, Sr. Mary Soong, Julea Spotts, Amy 
Stymer, Marilyn Sutton and Helene Wulbern. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Stewardship 
               

 Envelopes & EFT (183) $4,142 
 Loose Donations  1,415  
 Total Regular Collection $5,557 
 

Catholic Communications  $597 
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Message of Stewardship 
“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks Peter 

in today’s Gospel.  Does my use of the gifts and 
talents entrusted to me accurately reflect my an-
swer to that same question?  How willing am I to 
deny myself, take up my cross, and follow in His 
steps? 

Madison Morris Daniel Sterrett  
 

Michael Williams Matthew Sterrett 

NEW PARISHIONERS  who would like to 
register or those who would like to update their 
information, please complete this form and place 
it in the collection basket. 

 

Name________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________ 
 

City_____________________Zip__________ 
 

Telephone____________________________ 
 

E-mail________________________________ 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

12:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 22:  
Garth Schultz, City of El Cerrito:  

Recycling and other environmental issues. 
Questions encouraged 

Preparing for English Tea 
St. John’s will be hosting its popular seventh 

annual English Tea on Saturday, Oct. 2.  Tickets 
will go on sale in September. 

Due to the increased popularity of the tea, we 
continue to accept donations of cups and saucers, 
tea pots and silver serving trays.  If you have any 
of these items and would like to see them used and 
enjoyed, you can drop them off at the church of-
fice or call Susan Bitner at 236-1250 for a pickup. 

Parking Lot Sale at St. Callistus 
Weekend shoppers: The St. Vincent de Paul 

Conference at St. Callistus Catholic Church will 
hold its second annual parking lot sale on Satur-
day, June 26, at 3580 San Pablo Dam Road in El 
Sobrante. 

Shop for household items, books, new and 
used clothing, baked goods and treats.  All fund 
raised will go to helping needy families. 

Come out to shop and support this fund-raiser.  
For details or directions, call 243-7501. 

Retreats at San Damiano 
San Damiano Franciscan Retreat Center in 

Danville is offering several programs to help en-
rich your spiritual life this summer: 

·  Fridays July 9, 23 & Aug. 6 – Summer Series 
Retreat Days: Discovering God’s Goodness 
Through Creativity 

·  July 25-30 – Five-Day Silent Contemplative: 
Sharing God’s Goodness 

·  July 30-Aug. 1 – Silent Contemplative: Prayer 
in the Cave of the Heart 

·  Sunday, Aug. 1 – Day of Dialogue for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bi-sexual and Transgendered People 

·  Aug. 6-8 – Women’s Retreat 
·  Aug. 6-8 Retiro Latino  
·  Aug. 20-22 – The Franciscan Vision of Crea-

tion: A Rediscovery of Holistic Christianity  
·  Aug. 20-22 – Recovery Retreat: The Chal-

lenges of Recovery 
·  Aug. 27-29 – Young Adults Retreat 

To inquire about any of these programs or to 
register for them, please go on-line to 
www.sandamiano.org, telephone (925) 837-9141, 
or write P.O. Box 767, Danville, CA  94526. 

Spring into Summer 
St. Columba’s Court No. 127, Knights of Peter 

Claver Ladies Auxiliary will present their fifth an-
nual Tea and Fashion Show from noon to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 26, at 6401 San Pablo Ave., 
Oakland. 

Come and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship, 
special treats and more. Tickets are $20. 

For more information, please contact Lady 
Darcell Purefoy at 813-0938. 

Fr. John Video, Audio 
Bishop Cordileone blesses Fr. John Maxwell’s 
casket at the close of his funeral service that was 
held before an overflow crowd on Tuesday, June 
8, at St. John the Baptist Church.  A Mass Video 
DVD of the funeral and a Homily Audio CD of Fr. 
John’s sermon excerpts are being offered for sale 
by the parish.   
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Bible Camp Starts Monday 
Last Call for "Egypt......Joseph's Journey From 

Prison to Palace." 
An open house for the Egyptian Marketplace 

will be held in the School Gym after all the 
Masses this Sunday, June 21.  Stop by and see the 
how the facility has been transformed.  Campers 
can buy their T-shirts, CDs and DVDs. 

St. John the Baptist 
Church’s 9th annual Va-
cation Bible Day Camp 
will run June 21-25 at St. 
John's School. 

The celebration will 
begin each day at 9 a.m., with the day's journey 
ending at 5 p.m. for most campers. 

The camp is for first to sixth-graders, with a 
morning program for pre-school and kindergarten 
pupils.  

The morning camp is available from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. for only $60, and a full day for $160, 
with sibling discounts available. 

The St. John's Children's Religious Educa-
tion Program is sponsoring this event.  

Registration forms are available at the church 
exits, St. John's rectory, and on the church Website 
(www.SaintJohnthe BaptistChurch.org).   

For more information, please call Pam Vincent 
at 233-6486. 

Garage Sale in July 
St. John’s Parish will hold a white elephant 

garage sale this coming July on the St. John’s 
School grounds.  The tentative date for the sale is 
Saturday, July 31. 

Contributions of reusable items are welcome.  
If you would like to donate, please drop them off 
at the church office weekdays between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m.  For any large items, please contact the rec-
tory office at 232-5659. 

All proceeds from this sale and any monetary 
donations will benefit St. John’s rectory improve-
ments and will be greatly appreciated. 

The rectory welcomes volunteers for this 
event.  If you are interested, please contact Fr. 
Bart. 

Thanks for Succulent Donations 
St. John’s Decorating (Environmental) Com-

mittee would like to thank those individuals who 
donated succulents for their new floral arrange-
ments.  This couldn’t have been done without your 
generous donations. 

Pam Vincent Retiring 
Dear Friends, 
Many of you might have seen the article last 

week on my retirement as director of the Chil-
dren's Religious Education Program at St. John's.   

I have been working with 
Rosa Walle for the past two 
years, as she has helped with 
the First Communion Program.  
Rosa volunteered for the Bap-
tism ministry here before that 
and also at St. Cornelius with 
their Special Religious Educa-
tion Program.   

I have no doubt the program 
will be in great hands!  Rosa 
has wonderful enthusiasm and 

cares about our children at St. 
John's.  As a parent in the school, she has been a 
“Room mom” and helped with many other areas. 

We can always use help with our Children's 
Education Ministries.  I started when someone 
asked me to help with the pre-school program 17 
years ago.  Are you able to give a few hours a 
month?  If so, please call the rectory. 

I will continue as director of the Vacation Bi-
ble Day Camp.  You just won't see me much at 
Sunday School or Sacramental Preparation. 

Thank you to the rectory staff, Fr. Ray, Fr. 
Bart, Deacon Thom and all of my terrific dedi-
cated catechists for their support for so many 
years.  I especially want to encourage the parents 
to continue growing the seeds that have been 
planted here by Fr. John, as he believed very much 
in education.  Look for ways you might be able to 
learn and grow in your own faith and help your 
children. 

Thank you for the wonderful reception and the 
many hands that prepared the delicious food from 
the bottom of my heart.  � Pam Vincent 

Pam Vincent 
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By Sr. Glenn Anne McPhee, OP 
Chancellor, Oakland Diocese 
Once again, the world is shocked by public 

revelations of the evil done to children through 
sexual abuse.  And again, the Catholic community 
is shaken to understand that some of its clergy are 
evildoers. 

As Catholic administra-
tors working within the Oak-
land Diocese, we are again 
reminded how vital it is to 
recognize the evil, embrace 
the victim and continue for-
ward with our work of creat-
ing a safe environment for all 
children and young people. 

In Oakland in 1988, practices already in place 
were formalized when the Diocesan Senate of 
Priests mandated guidelines to be used when sex-
ual abuse is reported.  The immediate first step 
was underscored: Remove the accused from ser-
vice.  In 2000, Bishop John Cummins conducted 
what may have been the first apology service for 
all survivors of sexual abuse in the Oakland Dio-
cese. 

Since then, and particularly after 2002 when 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops codified 
the national Charter for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, the chancellor in our diocese 
has directed the pastoral and investigative re-
sponse to minister to victims and to eradicate this 
heinous evil from our church.  I meet, whenever 
called by them, with victims seeking our help � 
funding counseling, staying in touch and remain-
ing their point of contact with the diocese. 

My predecessor, Sr. Barbara Flannery, work-
ing with victims in 2002, created No More Secrets.  
This is now a support group that meets monthly, 
facilitated by a clinical psychologist, for survivors 
of clergy abuse and their spouses and families. 

We strengthen our programs as we learn more.  
In the early years, professionals understood that 
perpetrators of abuse, once removed from minis-
try, could get the psychological help necessary to 
stop their abusive behavior.  More recent research  

tells us this is not the case.  The 2002 Bishops' 
Charter clearly affirms this.  Since then, no perpe-
trator has been allowed to return to ministry in the 
Oakland Diocese. 

In addition, the diocese hires private investiga-
tors to regularly monitor all those accused of mo-

lestation to ensure that chil-
dren or youth are not at risk.  
In 2006, we were one of the 
first dioceses in the nation to 
implement a rigorous 90-
minute mandatory online 
training program for volun-
teers and all existing and 
new employees.  All em-

ployees are also fingerprinted, and all volunteers 
undergo a Megan's Law check for past records. 

During the academic year 2008-09, in English, 
Spanish or Vietnamese, nearly 38,000 children and 
young people, 300 priests and 100 deacons, 1,500 
teachers, 1,600 parish and school employees, and 
more than 30,000 volunteers were trained in how 
to recognize, report and prevent child abuse. 

Because of the love Jesus Christ had for chil-
dren, expressed in Matthew's Gospel, "Let the 
children come to me," his modern church is shaken 
by the scandals of clergy sexual abuse.  As faithful 
Catholics, we are aware that there is and will al-
ways be evil in our midst.  But our obligations as 
followers of Christ are to ensure respect and dig-
nity for every human person and to help eradicate 
evil and ensure the safety of all God's people. 

—— 
Sister Glenn Anne is a career Catholic educa-

tor and was superintendent of schools in the San 
Francisco Archdiocese from 1987-2001.  Her 
g u e s t  c o l u m n  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e 
San Francisco Chronicle. 

Oakland Diocese Actively Combats Sexual Abuse 

 In 2006, we were one of the 
first dioceses in the nation to im-
plement a rigorous 90-minute 
mandatory online training pro-
gram for volunteers and all exist-
ing and new employees 

School Enrollment Open 
Enrollment applications for new students at St. 

John’s are available in the school office.  If you 
know of a family interested in sending their chil-
dren to St. John’s, please have them call 234-2244 
or come by the office for an appointment. 


