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An Open Letter of Gratitude

Dear Friends,

Making a gratitude letter for all of you seems &tbe best way we could celebrate new life
with our beloved pastor upon his passing away. eflogy with the staff of St. John’s rectory, |
want to say my heartfelt “Thank You” for all thefats, talents and gifts that you shared with
Fr. John. Since | arrived here last year, | haiteassed with increasing awareness how you

love and care gave Fr. John the assurance todngel amidst the chain of events of his strugt

gle with leukemia and other related medical conddi We cannot leave unheeded the nurtul
ing environment you created for him, with him, anchim. In Fr. John’s missionary desire to
serve the parish much longer with full measure edichtion, you surrounded him with a tre-
mendous web of loving support and kindness. Thee no question that all of you carried
him through with your unceasing prayers to the tumdél he finally joined and rested in the
loving embrace of our Almighty Creator.

With this open letter, we, the staff of St. Johr@story, wish to express our profound grati-
tude. Thank you so much!

Father Bart
Parochial Vicar
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Mass for the
Intentions I~ Week

Intention

June 12 19, 2010

Requested By

Saturday, June 12 5p.m. Claire Gorin T Africanelican Committee
Sunday, June 13 8a.m. LuisTorres t Ann Torres
9:30 a.m.  Thanksgiving Manuzon Family
11a.m.  Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Klatt t Kathy Klatt
12:30 p.m.  Joseph Kurian T Sherly & John Arouge
6 p.m.  St. John’s Parishioners Brazilian Communit
Monday, June 14 8a.m. George Blair T Friends &iBam
Tuesday, June 15 8a.m. Enzo Lencioni t Gina Lencio
Wednesday, June 16 8 a.m. Jo Sudall t St. JohnistSgenter
Thursday, June 17 8am. SeveraGanCo T Rogesie@ T
Friday, June 18 8a.m. Leonor F. Tiongson t MomadD
Saturday, June 19 8 a.m.  John Miche Jr. T Noreandgimessy
5p.m. Grazioso & Angelina Bonomi t Mary Aldal

Message of Stewardship

Like Nathan in today's first reading, we sin
when we begin to feel entitled and act as if whi
we have is ours by right, when we forget tha
everything we have is an unmerited gift fron
God. But God is gracious and forgiving even
when we use His gifts wrongly or squander them
thoughtlessly if, like Nathan, we confess ouf
guilt and ask His pardon.

it

—

Let Us Pray for the Sick:
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander
Evelyn Baker, Bill Brazil, Barbara Brendlinger,

Stewardship

Envelopes & EFT (205) 6/5-6 $6,767
Loose Donations 1,900
Total Regular Collection $8,667
Parish & School Development $1,346
Envelopes & EFT 5/29-30 $3,733
Loose Donations 1,468
Total Regular Collection $5,201
Parish Charities $1,783

Next Weekend: Father’'s Day

Please remember your parish in your will.

Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Steve Connel
Isabella Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Juanita

Estrellas, Norte Estrellas, Walt Faria, Louis & 25t . :
Sally Fernandez, Michael Fleming, Emilio -/753 e Madison Morris
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Fran Giaccino, Teresp )

Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Joe Gressel, Betty

Harrell, Frances Haynes, Joanne Hockman, Stejue

Jeffre, Adie Kasari, Marsha Lightfoot, Maria Im-
pang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, Evelyn Miché, Lo
lita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, Dina Pieron|,
Leola Richardson, Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymel,
Marilyn Sutton and Helene Wulbern.

Please call the rectory to add or remove namg

Romeo & Remedios
Binongcal
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Dinner To Aid Haiti

You are invited to join the Legal Justice Center
for a dinner and program oihe Truth About
Haiti: Spotlight on Women and Childrérom 5 to
8 p.m. Friday, June 18, at Christ the Light Cathe-
dral Parish Hall.

Speakers will be Sr. Maureen Duignan of the
East Bay Sanctuary Covenant and Jayne E. Flem-
ing of the Legal Justice Center and Reed Smith
LLP.

The dinner is free, and all are welcome.
Guests are invited to make a donation to directly
benefit women and children in Haiti.

Seating is limited. Please RSVP by calling
(415) 659-4779 offleming@reedsmith.com

Parking Lot Sale at St. Callistus

Weekend shoppers: The St. Vincent de Paul
Conference at St. Callistus Catholic Church will
hold its second annual parking lot sale on Satur-
day, June 26, at 3580 San Pablo Dam Road in El
Sobrante.

Shop for household items, books, new an
used clothing, baked goods and treats. All fu

raised will go to helping needy families. - Fr.JohnlaidtoRest
Come out to shop and support this fund-raise/® Vigil and funeral Mass were held this past
For details or directions, call 243-7501. week for our beloved pastor, Fr. John Maxwell,

who died June 1. The services drew overflow
crowds. You can watch them by going to

S.F. Marian C_Onference_ . www.sjtech.org. See related story on Page 5.
The 18th San Francisco International Marian

Conference will be held July 2-4 at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel Conference Center in Daly City. q h | q
The theme “Mary, Queen of Heaven,” will fea- Fr. Jerry Kennedy, who recently served as pa

ture six international speakers, Marian, Eucharistf°" OfIStl' Jerﬁme Chu7r((:)h_ mh_E!hferrlto% wil re|t|re
and charismatic devotions, a children’s prograrﬂn July 1 as he turns 70 in his™4ear of priestly

and healing service. ministry. o .
For information and registration, call 1-800- All are invited to the Mass of Thanksgiving at

456-4197, see www.straphaeministries.org noon Sunday, June 27, at St. Augustine Church

www.sraphel,coror e-mailsrm.inc@juno. com Pleasanton. Blshop Cummins will preside, fol
lowed by a reception at 1 p.m.

The last of Fr. Jerry’s many years of ministry

School Enroliment Open to God’s people have been at the Catholic Con
Enrollment applications for new students at Stnunity of Pleasanton, but he has also served
John’s are available in the school office. If youmany parishes and held positions within the Oal
know of a family interested in sending their childand Diocese.
dren to St. John’s, please have them call 234-2244 Cards can be sent to: Rev. Jerrold F. Kenned
or come by the office for an appointment. 3999 Bernal Ave., Pleasanton, CA 94566.

Fr. Jerry Kennedy To Retire
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Reception for Pam Vincent Bible Camp Coming Soon

A reception will be held after the 12:30 Have you e\./er'wonde'red . ,
p.m. Mass this Sunday, June 13, in the Confer- _What was it like to live as a slave in Bible
ence Room for Pam Vincent. times? _

We would like to thank and acknowledge ~ HOW did they make mummies? _
her for her hard work and dedication for the What happened to Joseph (the guy with th
past 17 years in coordinating our Children’s Colorful coat)?

()

Religious Education Program. Find the answers  to

We are grateful for her enthusiastic labor of these qu_est!‘ons -~ and
love for our children. Her energy has made more’ - In "Egypt: Jo-
this program effective, fun and enjoyable for se_phs Journey” From
all participants. Prison to Palace” at St.

John the Baptist Church’s

ninth annual Vacation
Summer Workshops at PSR Camp, June 21-25 at St. John’s School.

Exceptional workshops are each Saturday of The celebration will begin at 9 a.m., and the
Summer Session on the Pacific School of Religiquay’s journey will end at 5 p.m. for most camperg
campus in Berkeley. Courses will include: first to six graders, with a morning program foe pr

- Poetry as a Spiritual Practicel p.m. July 10 -school and kindergarten students.
- Interfaith Spiritual Practice10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,  Morning camp will be available from 9 a.m. to
July 17 12:30 p.m. for only $60, a full day for $160.
- Meditation for Ministry: Responding to Con-  There are sibling discounts and monthly pay
gregational Conflict 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., July 24 ment options; please call for details.
and 31 Reserve your child’s visit to “Egypt,” spon-
- Engage: Exploring Nonviolent Livind a.m. sored by St. John’s Children’s Religious Educatio
to 4 p.m., Aug. 7 Program. Registration forms are available in th

For details and registration, please seschool office and St. John’s church office at 1115

www.psr.edu/summr-session-2010-workshops  San Pablo Ave.

For more information, please call Pam Vincent

-
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Chorus Sings Magnificant at 233-6486.
The San Francisco Boys Chorus will perform _
Francesco DuranteMagnificantat 8 p.m. Satur- Garage Sale in July

day, June 19, at Christ the Light Cathedral. Tick- St. John’s Parish will hold a white elephan

ets are available at the cathedral shop, 496-7288rage sale this coming July on St. John’s Schopl
or on-line atwww.sfbc.org/tickets A docent tour grounds. The sale date will be announced later.

will be available one hour before the concert. Contributions of reusable items are welcoms.
If you would like to donate, please drop them off
at the church office weekdays between 9 a.m. and

St. John S Seniors _ 5 p.m. For any large items, please contact the rgc
St. John the Baptist Community Center | oy office at 232-56509.

6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington
Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays

All proceeds from this sale and any monetary
donations will benefit St. John’s rectory improve-
ments and will be greatly appreciated.
12:45 p.m. Tuesday, June 15: The rectory welcomes volunteers for this

_ Joan Aiken: _ event. If you are interested, please contact Ar.
Chair and standing exercises for seniors | part.




Fr. John Remembered for Dedication to Social Justic e

(From an article in the Catholic Voice by staff Fr. John left Salesian High School to becomg
writer Carrie McClish) pastor of St. Andrew-St. Joseph Parish in West

Fr. John Maxwell, who died June 1 following éDakland in 1968. Despite the economic cha
lengthy battle with leukemia, is warmly rememienges facing the urban community, Fr. John en
bered as a humble priest who boldly lived out theouraged and challenged parishioners to “take
commandment to love others. charge,” said Mary Lou Stelly, who

“He was an instrument of much along with her husband, Deacon
good and much peace,” said Do- Eugene Stelly Sr., worked with Fr.
minican Sister Stella Marie Good- John during his days as pastor therg.
pasture, who spent several years as “He gave us the feeling we were
social justice coordinator at St. John capable of doing what was asked of
the Baptist Parish, where he served us,” she said.
as pastor since 1994. During his 26-year tenure there,

“His house was always open.
He had hospitality. His table was
open to whoever was there,” he said.

(At the vigil on Monday night,
Fr. Paul Vassar pointed out that Fr.
John was particularly proud of the

the parish started St. Andrew’s
Manor, a five-story housing project
for the elderly; a methadone and
substance abuse center called Trou
ble House; a child care center, a jol
collective, and a soup kitchen that

fed thousands.
At the same time, the parish devel-

ethnic diversity at St. John’s Parish:
“He wanted to celebrate an asparagus Fr. John Maxwell

festival, an onion festival or anything else thavped a vibrant liturgy and worship program that

would honor the parish’s various cultures.”) inspired Fr. John to publish a booW/orship in
Fr. John was also “a good friend” to the peopléction

of Haiti, Sr. Stella said, noting that the priesps While at St. Andrew-St. Joseph, Fr. John dg

ported the establishment of a “sister parish” relaided to leave the Salesian Order and become

tionship with St. Elizabeth’s Parish in Fond Torpriest of the Oakland Diocese.

tue, Haiti. On several occasions, St. John’s libste After being appointed pastor of St. John thg¢

visits by Sisters from Haiti who came to the U.SBaptist Parish, he continued to champion the inte

to learn English and raise funds to support varioests of the needy and marginalized. He was ac-

ministries in the impoverished nation. tively involved with the Greater Richmond Inter-

At the time of his death, Fr. John was 79 yeafsaith Program (GRIP) and the Contra Costa Inte
old and two weeks shy of reaching the 51st anrfaith Community Organizations (CCISCO).
versary of his ordination to the priesthood. In a reflection written on the occasion of the

Born in Floydada, Texas, he became interest&@” anniversary of his ordination last year, Fr
in the priesthood at an early age.
youth, his family moved to California and finallyThe first was being blessed to know and love *“
settled in Hawthorne. After graduating from théot of fantastic Christians and fellow-travelers or
eighth grade, he entered the Salesian Junior Sethis journey.” The second was the many priests |
nary in Richmond. He completed his studies arekfriended who shared their “struggles and su
was ordained on June 13, 1959. cesses in serving Jesus.”

From 1959 to 1968, Fr. John served as a Fr. John concluded his reflection by giving
teacher, vice principal and principal of Salesiathanks to God “for the men and women who nout
High School. He later earned master’s degreesished me during these 50 years. It's been a gre
both English and counseling. journey, and the best is yet to come.”

During hidohn identified two key elements in his priesthood.
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