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This Is the Day Our Church Came to Life 
 

Friends, 
 

Happy Birthday!  Today, our church came to life when the Holy Spirit came down on the 
followers of Jesus, and our church came to life.  The Holy Spirit invited everyone from all over 
the world to join in this great event.  We are children of that first Pentecost.  Our little church 
on San Pablo Avenue reflects that wondrous diversity, and we support and love one another in 
our cultural differences, but especially in our love for Jesus and our commitment to our parish.  
Once again: Happy Birthday, Church. 

 

Medical update. A week and a half ago, I developed pneumonia and spent four days in Alta 
Bates Hospital.  The great medical care given by the staff took care of the pneumonia, and I 
was able to be with our 12:30 First Holy Communion group of children and parents last Sun-
day.  God blessed me to be here, even though I am out of breath and rather fragile.  I deeply 
appreciate your prayers and love.   God is so good.  I can never thank God enough. 

 

Peace, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 



 

 

 
 May 22 � 29, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, May 22  5 p.m. Jacqulyn Bradfield † Evelyn Miche 
Sunday, May 23 8 a.m. Lawrence Robertson Sr. † Robertson Family  
 9:30 a.m. Arouge Family  John Arouge  
 11 a.m. Raphael Offiah † Mike Anibogu & Family  
 12:30 p.m. Marlon Smith † Mildred & Frank Gardner  
 2 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Mandarin Mass Community 
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, May 24 8 a.m. Leonor Tiongson † Mom & Dad 
Tuesday, May 25 8 a.m. George Blair † Friends & Family  
Wednesday, May 26 8 a.m. George Blair † Friends & Family  
Thursday, May 27 8 a.m. Enzo Lencioni † Gina Lencioni  
Friday, May 28 8 a.m. Florencio Peralta † Briones Family  
Saturday, May 29 8 a.m. Joseph Wang † Huang Family  
 5 p.m. Warren “Bud” Martin † Alice Martin  
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, Barbara Brendlinger, Elizabeth 
Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella Kristine Cruz, 
Deloris Davis, Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, 
Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Teresa Grant, 
Domingos Gregorio, Joe Gressel, Betty Harrell, 
Frances Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Adie Kasari, Mar-
sha Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lu-
brano, Fr. John Maxwell, Evelyn Miché, Lolita 
Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, Dina Pieroni, Leola 
Richardson, Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and 
Marilyn Sutton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (202) $6,168 
 Loose Donations  2,031             
Total Regular Collection $8,199 
 

Catholic Charities $1,769 
 

Ascension $453 
 

Next Weekend: Parish Charities  
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Message of Stewardship 
One miracle of Pentecost was that, despite 

their diversity, each listener heard God’s word in 
his or her own language.  The meaning for stew-
ardship is that, by sharing the gifts poured out on 
us by the Holy Spirit, we will be empowered to 
meet the needs of our brothers and sisters, what-
ever they may be. 

Wenceslao Cajucom 
 

Evelyn Phillips 

Next Weekend: Parish Charities 
The second collection next weekend will be 

for parish charities.  Half of this fund pays for 
meals at the GRIP homeless shelter.  The other 
half is used for various parish charity accounts. 

“All good works, taken together, do not 
equal the sacrifice of the Mass since they are 
human works, while the Holy Mass is the work 
of God.” � St. John Vianney 
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Feed the Hungry at GRIP 
St. John’s parishioners are dedicated to provid-

ing dinners at the GRIP homeless shelter on the 
third Saturday of each month this year. 

In April, Eddie DeLima and other members of 
the Brazilian community prepared and served a 
dinner for 60 at the shelter.  St. John’s Confirma-
tion class also prepared a special Good Friday din-
ner at the shelter as part of their preparation for 
full participation in the Church. 

We still need volunteers to prepare and serve 
dinners on July 17 and Oct. 16.  Cash donations 
for food are also needed to help the volunteer 
cooks and servers provide excellent food at GRIP. 

Please contact the rectory or Joe Orr, 237-
5568, to give of your time, talent and treasure to 
help feed the poor at GRIP. 

Festive Brazilian Pentecost  
The Brazilian Community invites 

you to a very special Mass of Pen-
tecost at 6 p.m. this Sunday, May 
23, at St. John’s Church. 

This will be a very festive Mass, 
where all the choir members from 
the four different Bay Area Brazil-
ian communities will be singing 
and playing together.   

Light refreshments will follow. 

Mandarin Mass This Sunday 
Our monthly Mandarin Mass will be this Sun-

day, May 23, at 2 p.m. in the church. 
The Mass time was recently changed from 3 to 

2 p.m. on the fourth Sunday of the month to ac-
commodate the celebrant. 

A pot luck meal will follow the Masses in the 
Conference Room.  Everyone is welcome.  For 
more information, contact Lulu Hsia at 708-7109. 

Portuguese Queens Celebration 
At our 11 o’clock Mass next Sunday, May 30, 

we will be hosting the Blessing of Queens proces-
sion in connection with the Portuguese Festival of 
the Holy Spirit. 

The festival will be staged by the Brotherhood 
of the Blessed Trinity.  There will be another festi-
val and Blessing of the Queens, conducted by the 
Brotherhood of St. John the Baptist, during the 11 
a.m. Mass on Sunday, June 27. 

This cherished cultural celebration dates back 
to 1296, when Queen St. Elizabeth saved the Por-
tuguese from starvation.  Her country was suffer-
ing from a famine because of an extended drought.  
At Pentecost, a major storm in the Atlantic forced 
ships laden with food to dock in Portugal.  Queen 
Elizabeth sold her gold and jewels to purchase 
food from the ships to feed her people. 

In gratitude, an annual procession was started 
from the royal palace to a peasant’s church during 
the Pentecost season, with a peasant girl wearing 
the queen’s cape and crown.  The Catholic Church 
celebrates the memorial of St. Elizabeth on July 4. 

Seminarians Request Used Car 
Happily, the number of seminarians for the 

Oakland Diocese has grown significantly in recent 
times.  We now have 25 seminarians and six new 
applicants to join this fall.  

The diocesan Vocations Office is seeking the 
donation of a used automobile for seminarian use.  
The automobile should be in good working condi-
tion and fairly economical to operate.  A receipt 
for the value of the vehicle will be provided as a 
tax deduction.  Please contact the Vocations Office 
at 267-8356 or e-mail them at rkraus-

Mother Speaks of War 
An author and mother of an Iraqi vet, Susan 

Galleymore will read from her book LONG TIME 
PASSING  Mothers Speak About War & Terror at 
7:30 p.m. Friday, June 4, in the chapel of St. Jo-
seph the Worker Church, 1640 Addison St. in 
Berkeley.  Admission is free.   

For details, please call 499-0537.  Books will 
be available for purchase.  

Concerning Ms. Galleymore’s book, Mary 
Tillman, mother of the late football star Pat 
Tillman, says, “(the book)… eloquently presents 
the universal fear, sorrow and suffering experi-
enced by mothers whose lives have been pro-
foundly affected by war.”  For more info, see 
www.mothersspeakaboutwarandterror.org 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

12:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 25:  
May Birthday Celebration 

Sing-along with Ligia 

Parish Blood Drive, June 6 
Please plan to give blood at St. John’s Parish 

Blood Drive on Sunday, June 6, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in the Community Center at 6500 Gladys 
Ave. 

Please note that the time of the drive has been 
shortened to accommodate staff availability. 

We had a good turnout in December, and the 
Blood Centers of the Pacific is depending upon us 
to help restock their blood reserves again this 
spring, when supplies run low. 

A Spanish-speaking nurse and Spanish lan-
guage forms will be available.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Joe Orr at 237-5568. 

St. John the Baptist Church invites all kids to 
“Egypt: Joseph’s Journey From Prison to Palace,” 
our ninth annual Vacation Bible Day Camp. 

This summer event will be hosted at St. John's 
School & Church the last week of June, from June 
21-25.  Campers will step back in 
time to Egypt, exploring the life of 
Joseph.  Kids will participate in a 
memorable Bible-times market-
place, sing catchy songs, play 
teamwork-building games, dig 
into Egyptian eats, visit Joseph in 
prison and then in his palace 
home, and collect Bible Memory Makers to re-
mind them of God’s Word.   

Plus, everyone will learn to look for evidence 
of God all around them through something called 
God Sightings.  Each morning program will con-
clude at Celebration � a time of upbeat worship 
that gets everyone involved.  The afternoon day 
camp will offer additional special guests and ac- 

tivities.  
Kids at “Egypt” will join nearly a million par-

ticipants blanketing Africa and Haiti with God’s 
love through a hands-on mission project in asso-
ciation with an organization called Operation Kid-

to-Kid.  With Operation Kid-to-Kid, 
families will create soft blankets 
that will be sent to orphans and vul-
nerable children. 

“Egypt” will run from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. for morning campers, 
and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for all-day 
campers each day.  For more infor-

mation, call 233-6486. 
Registration fee for morning campers is $60, 

all-day campers $160 (for sibling discounts, see 
registration form).  There is a 10% early bird dis-
count until May 31. 

A registration forms is available on Page 5 of 
this week’s bulletin, and at the EGYPT link on the 
parish Web site, saintjohnthebaptistchurch.org. 

‘Egypt’ Summer Camp Will Take Kids Back into Histor y 

Fish Fry a Success 
St. John’s African American Committee would 

like to thank all of the parishioners who helped 
make this year’s annual Fish Fry a success. 

Thanks to your support, they are able to donate 
$1,000 to our Sister Parish in Haiti at a time when 
it is surely needed. 

Sr. Stella To Be Honored 
Sr. Stella Goodpasture, O.P., will celebrate her 

60th diamond jubilee as a Dominican Sister at a 
solemn Mass and reception at 2 p.m. Sunday, May 
30, at St. Joseph Church in Mission San Jose, Fre-
mont.   

Sr. Stella, who formerly served as social jus-
tice coordinator for St. John the Baptist Parish, 
will be one of 13 jubilarians honored.  If you plan 
to attend, please call 657-2468 and speak with 
Hope or Sister Karen Elizabeth. 
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