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Let’s Be Grateful for What God Gives Us 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Three points: I feel like Job in the Old Testament when he prays: “The Lord has given and 
the Lord takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  Health-wise, I was almost back to 
normal when I got a cold, it turned into pneumonia and then I went to the hospital for six days 
until Thanksgiving afternoon.  However, God is good and will never send us something we 
cannot handle with his grace.  “The Lord has given and the Lord takes away.  Blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” 

   

This weekend we are celebrating Fr. Ray’s 35th year of priesthood.  Our parish has been 
wonderfully blessed with the warm and generous ministry of Fr. Ray.  He is a good friend and 
fellow priest in the vineyard of the Lord.  The pope has called this the year of the priest.  Let’s 
thank God for Fr. Ray and for all of the good priests who have served us at St. John’s.  

   

This weekend, the sixth graders of our parish school will commemorate the feast of the Im-
maculate Conception on Sunday at the 9:30 Mass and on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 9:30 a.m.  It is 
wonderful to see our children in church and leading us in prayer …  Then on Saturday, Dec. 
12, at the 5 p.m. Mass, we will celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  It is good to 
honor Mary, who played such a crucial role in bringing our Savior into the world.  

  

Peace, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 



 
 December 5 �  12, 2009 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, Dec. 5  5 p.m. Charles Beevers † Ruth Vietti 
Sunday, Dec. 6 8 a.m. Enzo Lencioni † Gina & Family  
 9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving to St. Blaise  Eulalia Artiaga  
 11 a.m. Connie Nelson † Nelson Family  
 12:30 p.m. Fr. Ray’s 35th Anniversary  Kathy Klatt & Helen Stubbs  
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community 
Monday, Dec. 7  8 a.m. Petrona Atienza  Asuncion Family  
Tuesday, Dec. 8   8 a.m. Thanksgiving  Mary Huang  
 9:30 a.m. Luci Orth Joe Orth 
 7:30 p.m. Victor Macchietto Jr. † Janet Chavez 
Wednesday, Dec. 9  8 a.m. Gorgonia & Bernardino Juat † Ferreros Family  
Thursday, Dec. 10  8 a.m.  Iona Lalgee † Anthony & Monica Lalgee  
Friday, Dec. 11 8 a.m. Aladina Mateucci † Gina Lencioni 
Saturday, Dec. 12  8 a.m. Corazon F.Tiongson  Isaac Tiongson Jr.  
 5 p.m. Simeon Ignacio & Maria Amparo † Eulalia McEntire 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Terry Barber, George Blair, Barbara Brendlinger, 
Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Madeline 
Gaines, Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irma 
Ghirlone, Teresa Grant, Domingos Gregorio, 
Frances Haynes, Margaret Hicks, Steve Jeffre, 
Eric Lubrano, Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie 
McGowan, Evelyn & John Miche, Bob Moore, 
Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, Evelyn Phil-
lips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, Sr. Mary 
Soong, Jo Sudall and Marilyn Sutton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Message of Stewardship 
Good stewards believe that God, who has 

begun this good work in them, will carry it 
through to completion.  In words and deeds, 
they can sing with the psalmist, “The Lord has 
done great things for us; we are filled with joy!” 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (176) $3,455
 Loose Donations  1,330 
Total Regular Nov. 21-22 Collection $4,785
   

Campaign for Human Development $480 
 

Thanksgiving $2,046 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (181) $3,365 
 Loose Donations  1,332 
Total Regular Nov. 28-29 Collection $4,697 
 

Parish Charities $2,068 
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Feast of Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, is the Feast of the Immacu-

late Conception, a holy day of obligation. 
In addition to our usual 8 a.m. Mass, we will 

have a school Mass at 9:30 a.m. and an evening 
Mass at 7:30 p.m.  Come and honor Our Lady! 

Next Weekend: Retired Religious 
The second collection next weekend will be 

for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  Please 
help provide needed support for those who have 
done so much for us over the years. 

Donald Kaldunski 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Tuesday, Dec. 8:  
Pharmacist Nora Tom: 

Wise use of prescription drugs by seniors 

San Carlos Craft Sale 
The San Carlos Foundation will conduct a craft 

sale after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec. 13, in St. 
John’s Conference Room. 

Support the humanitarian work of the San Car-
los Foundation!  Stop by their tables after Mass to 
check out the beautiful fabrics, crafts and devo-
tional objects offered for sale. 

Find lovely gifts and support San Carlos’ work 
with the poor in Central America and the Carib-
bean.  Cash and checks will be accepted.  Sorry, 
they cannot take credit cards. 

For further information on the foundation, 
please see www.sancarlosfoundation.org. 

Celebrate Guadalupe, Dec. 12 
A Mass and reception in honor of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe will be held Saturday, Dec. 12.  
Sr. Gloria Ines Loya, 

PBVM, who teaches theology 
at the Jesuit School of Theol-
ogy in Berkeley and serves on 
the leadership team of the 
Sisters of the Presentation, 
will share some reflections at 
the 5 p.m. Mass. 

A reception will follow in 
the Conference Room. 

Sister Gloria’s family im-
migrated from Mexico.  Her grandmother had to 
leave Mexico as a young widow with her young 
children during the Mexican Revolution.   

The family worked their way through Texas to 
El Cerrito, working in canneries.  They saved their 
money and bought property on Balra Drive, where 
they have a long and wonderful history. 

What’s Happening at St. John’s 
Sunday, Dec. 6 � Christmas Boutique and 

Confirmation Breakfast, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., gym. 
Sunday, Dec. 6 � Fr. Ray’s 35th anniver-

sary: Mass at 12:30, pot luck celebration at 2 
p.m. in Community Center. 

Thursday, Dec. 10 � Soup luncheon in 
Community Center at noon. 

Saturday, Dec. 12 � Our Lady of Guada-
lupe celebration, 5 p.m. Mass and reception. 

Sunday, Dec. 13 � San Carlos Foundation 
craft sale in Conference Room. 

Sunday, Dec. 13 � Parish Blood Drive, 
9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. in Community Center. 

Sunday, Dec. 13 � La Posada, starting at 
5:30 p.m. in Community Center. 

Dec. 15 through 23 � Simbang Gabi Parish 
Christmas novena (evening Mass and commu-
nity meal).  See schedule on Page 5.   

Monday, Dec. 21 � Communal Penance 
Service, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 24 � Children’s Christmas 
Mass; concert at 5:30 p.m., Mass at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 24 � Midnight Mass, pre-
ceded by Christmas concert at 11:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 25 � Christmas Masses same 
as Sunday (8, 9:30, 11 and 12:30). 

Friday, Dec. 25 � Brazilian Christmas 
Mass at 6 p.m., followed by reception in Com-
munity Center. 

Soup Luncheon on Thursday 
On Thursday, Dec. 10, St. John’s monthly 

Soup Luncheon will return for a second year.  The 
luncheon will be held in the Community Center, 
hosted by the same group that brings you St. 
John’s annual English Tea. 

To begin the season, we are making the memo-
rable soup from last year, turkey vegetable with 
homemade noodles, bread, coffee, tea and home-
made dessert, all for only $3. 

Please don’t forget to bring your soup bowl, 
spoon and coffee cup.  The soup will be served 
from noon to 1 p.m., or until it runs out. 

Sister Gloria 
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Parish Blood Drive, Dec. 13 
Please save the date of Sunday, Dec. 13, to 

give blood at our Parish Blood Drive from 9:15 
a.m. to 2:15 p.m. in the Community Center. 

All blood types are needed at this busy time of 
the year.  Give a gift that really matters to the ill 
and injured.  Giving blood saves lives.   

For more information, call Joe Orr at 450-7933 
during the daytime and 237-5568 in the evening. 

Boutique & Breakfast 
You are cordially invited to St. John’s annual 

Christmas Boutique and Confirmation Breakfast. 
Don’t miss it and, at the same time, help sup-

port our school and our Confirmation class.  Come 
join us next Sunday, Dec. 6, starting at 9 a.m. in 
the school gym. 

Bring your family and friends to enjoy: 
·  A hearty breakfast that will include french 

toast, scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, milk, coffee, 
tea and juice; $7 adults, $5 seniors and children, 
until 12:30 p.m. 

·  Santa’s Workshop for the little ones.  Let your 
children do their Christmas shopping where they 
can find nice, cute items at very reasonable prices.  
At the same time, you can walk around and do you 
own shopping from a number of vendors. 

·  Raffles until 2 p.m. (need not be present to 
win), with a wide variety of items and a grand prize 
for a romantic getaway at the Golden Haven Hot 
Springs Spa & Resort in Calistoga. 

·  St. John’s Seniors and YLI will offer items for 
sale at their booths until 2 p.m.. 

Fr. Ray’s 35th Anniversary 
 This Sunday, Dec. 6, we 
are celebrating the 35th anni-
versary of the ordination of 
Fr. Raymond Ogbemure, our 
priest in residence. 
 We will celebrate the occa-
sion at the 12:30 p.m. Mass, 
followed by a pot luck lunch-
eon in the Community Center, 
starting at 2 p.m.  

 We thank Fr. Ray for serv-
ing our parish more than 20 years and pray for his 
welfare.  During the week, he works as a supervi-
sor for foster child placements. 

(Fr. Ray’s actual anniversary date is Dec. 8). 
You can start dropping off your food at the 

Community Center at 11:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Pot luck breakdown.  Last name starting with: 
A � D  Salads 
E � J  Appetizers 
K � R  Main Dishes 
S � Z  Desserts 

Fr. Ray 

Advent Penance Services 
7:30 Monday, Dec. 21 � St. John the Baptist 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22 � St. Jerome  
7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23 � St. David of Wales 

(Corrected from last week’s bulletin, which 
mistakenly listed St. David’s on Tuesday, Dec. 22, 
and St. Jerome’s on Wednesday, Dec. 23.) 

At each church, there will be a short penitential 
service, then priests will be available to hear your 
confession, face-to-face or in the confessional. 

��������	
��
����
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Join La Posada on Dec. 13 
Join our parish Youth Group in joyful anticipa-

tion of Our Lord’s coming and in commemoration 
of the cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem that prepared His way.   

St. John’s Youth Ministry invites you and your 
families to join us for one night of La Posada, an 
early Latin church tradition involving a singing re-
enactment of Joseph and Mary’s search for shelter. 

Please join us in the Community Center at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13, from which we will process 
in song to the 6500 block of Hill Street in El 
Cerrito,  We will visit three to four homes, 
“seeking shelter,” and finally be granted admit-
tance by Sean and Patty Kelley at the last home, 
where we’ll share a small potluck reception.  The 
entire evening’s festivities should conclude by 
8:30 p.m. at the Kelleys’ home. 

Please feel free to contribute a dish for the re-
ception if you are able.  For more information, 
please contact Fr. Bart at 232-5659. 



5 

Claims Called ‘Outrageous’ 
(Editor’s Note: In view of the fact that some 

parishioners used printed slips of paper to protest 
the Dec. 21-22 collection for the Catholic Cam-
paign for Human Development, we thought this 
article was pertinent.) 

 

 

By Catholic News Service 
Members of the U.S. bishops' subcommittee 

overseeing the Catholic Campaign for Human De-
velopment reassured their fellow bishops and do-
nors that "no group that opposes Catholic social or 
moral teaching is eligible for funding" from their 
domestic anti-poverty campaign. 

Bishop Roger P. Morin of Biloxi, Miss., sub-
committee chairman, stressed in a Nov. 17 report 
to the U.S. bishops at their fall general assembly in 
Baltimore that accusations CCHD is "providing 
funds to groups that are pro-abortion or groups 
that are not in support of the family ... and other 
untruths" are "outrageous claims." 

The bishop delivered the report on behalf of 
the other five bishops on the subcommittee and 
Bishop William F. Murphy of Rockville Centre, 
N.Y., chairman of the bishops' Committee on Do-
mestic Justice and Human Development. 

Please join us in celebrating Simbang Gabi, our parish’s 
Christmas novena, starting Tuesday evening, Dec. 15, through 
Wednesday, Dec. 23.  We will attend evening Mass, then enjoy 
a community meal in the Conference Room. 

Parish groups, families and individuals are sponsoring each 
day of the novena.  Please call Bernie Juat at 526-5828 or Zeny 
Miguel at 222-1375 if you would like to help sponsor St. John’s 
Christmas novena. 

Our Simbang Gabi Christmas Novena Starts Tuesday, Dec . 15 

Date Day Time Partial List of Sponsors  
Dec. 15 Tuesday 7 p.m.  
Dec. 16 Wednesday 7 p.m.  
Dec. 17 Thursday 7 p.m.  
Dec. 18 Friday 7 p.m. Evelyn & Dave Phillips and Stewardship Committee 
Dec. 19 Saturday 5 p.m. 5 p.m. Choir 
Dec. 20 Sunday 6 p.m. St. John’s Brazilian Community, Jabson Family 
Dec. 21 Monday 6 p.m. Lena & Patrick Conway (more welcome) 
Dec. 22 Tuesday 7 p.m. Christine Hickey, the Kellers & Linda Crittondon 
Dec. 23 Wednesday 7 p.m. San Lorenzo Group, Russ Irwin 

Ellysia Nadig 

Serving Meals at GRIP Shelter 
St. John's parishioners will prepare and serve 

dinner for guests at the Greater Richmond Inter-
faith Program’s (GRIP) Homeless Shelter from 
Monday, Dec. 14, through Friday, Dec. 19, and 
will provide hot breakfasts there on Dec. 19-20.   

If you would like to buy food, cook or serve 
the meals at GRIP, please contact Joe Orr at home, 
237-5568, or at work, 450-7933.  Each dinner will 
cost about $200.  Please contribute money for food 
to Joe Orr or leave it at the parish office.  Checks 
should be made out to Joe Orr or to St. John the 
Baptist Church, not to GRIP, for these meals.   

With enough support, our parish should be 
able to select a day each month of the year to serve 
a dinner to the GRIP residents. 


