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Keep in Mind the Reason for the Season

We have a secular song that fits this new seas¥ou’'d better not cry. You better not
pout. You better be good. I'm telling you whyarfia Claus is coming to town.” We are in

the countdown for Christmas. However, it is natt&8aClaus that we are expecting, but it is the

Child Jesus, born in a poor stable. Many of odidag songs can help us keep the season i
mind. | love hearing these songs year after yétowever, the real Reason for the Season i
Jesus.

Here at St. John’s, we will have a wide array délgtions.

Besides the beautiful Scripture readings and hynvesyill celebrate the Immaculate Con-
ception on Dec. 8. Our school children will haweell-prepared Mass that day to honor Mary.

On Dec. 12, we will honor Our Lady of Guadalupelet Saturday evening 5 p.m. Mass
with lots of good music, some Aztec dangers and airfood.

On the nine days before Christmas, we will haveRitipino celebration of Simbang Gabi.

There is something here for everyone in the famiyu will need to pick up and read our
church bulletin to remember these events. Dondsrthiese opportunities of spiritual growth.

You will be pressured to buy lots of gifts, but tm@st important thing to remember is TO
KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS.

Peace,
Fr. John

EDITOR's NOTE This column and all of Father John’s previousitois are available on our parish
Web site. Just go www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.augd click on the picture of the church.
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Mass

ﬁ‘“ for the
BASY
Intentions I~ Week

Saturday, Nov. 28 5p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 29 8 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 30 8 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 1 8 a.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 2 8 a.m.
Thursday, Dec. 3 8 a.m.
Friday, Dec. 4 8a.m.
Saturday, Dec. 5 8 a.m.
5p.m.

Nov.

28 Dec. 5, 2009

Intention Requested By
Harvey Aldal t Mary Aldal
Thanksgiving Mary Huang

Lena Colombo t YLI #159
Andrea & Maria Crosetti T Bayer Family
Thanksgiving Evelyn Phillips
St. John’s Parishioners Brazilian Communit
Marilou de los Santos t rigridl
Adelaida Alvarez Healing Josie Co
Jose & Maria Ferreros t errefos Family
Marilou de los Santos T Friand
Mary Huang Surgery Eugéheng
Charles Beevers T Norkaundghnessy
Charles Beevers Ruth Vietti

Stewardship

(Collections for Nov. 21-22
will be reported next weekend.)

Next Weekend: Parish & School Development

Please remember your parish in your will.

Feast of Immaculate Conception

Tuesday, Dec. 8, is the Feast of the Immacu

late Conception, a holy day of obligation.
In addition to our usual 8 a.m. Mass, we will

have a school Mass at 9:30 a.m. and an eveni

Mass at 7:30 p.m. Come and honor Our Lady!

Xavier Guillen Sofia Gutierrez

Quotes on Priesthood
“What a good thing it is for a priest each
morning to offer himself to God in sacrifice!”
St. John Vianney

Yosima White

eat

Jewell Morgan
@EQCE

Message of Stewardship

“Be on guard,” Jesus warns in today’s Gost

pel, “lest your spirits become bloated with in-
dulgence.” Let us heed His warning and follow
the advice of St. Paul, conducting ourselves in
way pleasing to God, overflowing with love for
one another.

a

Let Us Pray for the Sick:
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander

Terry Barber, George Blair, Barbara Brendlingef

Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabellg
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Madeling
Gaines, Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irmg
Ghirlone, Judy Goss, Teresa Grant, Domingq
Gregorio, Frances Haynes,
Steve Jeffre, Eric Lubrano, Fr. John Maxwell
Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & John Miche, Bohb
Moore, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, Evg
lyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, Sr
Mary Soong, Jo Sudall and Marilyn Sutton.

Please call the rectory to add or remove namg

Margaret Hicks




Celebrate Guadalupe, Dec. 12

Coming Events at St. John's A Mass and reception in honor of Our Lady of
Sunday, Dec. 6 Christmas Boutique and Guadalupe will be held Saturday, Dec. 12.
Confirmation Breakfast, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., gym. Sr. Gloria Ines Loya,

Sunday, Dec. 6 Fr. Ray's 35th anniver- PBVM, who teaches theolog
sary: Mass at 12:30, pot luck celebration at 2 gt the Jesuit School of Theol
p.m. in Community Center. ogy in Berkeley and serves o

Thursday, Dec. 10  Soup luncheon in the leadership team of the
Community Center at noon. Sisters of the Presentatio

Saturday, Dec. 12 Our Lady of Guada- will share some reflections a
lupe celebration, 5 p.m. Mass and reception.  the 5 p.m. Mass.

Sunday, Dec. 13 San Carlos Foundation A reception will follow in
craft sale in Conference Room. the Conference Room.

Sunday, Dec. 13 Parish Blood Drive, Sister Gloria’s family im-

9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. in Community Center.  migrated from Mexico. Her grandmother had tQ

Tuesday, Dec. 15 Simbang Gabi Parish |eave Mexico as a young widow with her young
Christmas novena (Mass, with meal to follow) children during the Mexican Revolution.
begins at 7 p.m. The family worked their way through Texas to
El Cerrito, working in canneries. They saved thei
money and bought property on Balra Drive, wher

San Carlos Craft Sale they have a long and wonderful history.
The San Carlos Foundation will conduct a craft

sale after all the Masses on Sunday, Dec. 13,.in St Parish Blood Drive, Dec. 13
John’s Conference Room. Please save the date of Sunday, Dec. 13, fto
Support the humanitarian work of the San Cagjive blood at our Parish Blood Drive from 9:15

los Foundation! Stop by their tables after Mass ®©m_ to 2:15 p.m. in the Community Center.
check out the beautiful fabrics, crafts and devo- || plood types are needed at this busy time d

tional objects offered for sale. . _the year. Give a gift that really matters to the i
_ Find lovely gifts and support San Carlos’ workang injured. Giving blood saves lives.
with the poor in Central America and the Carib-  For more information, call Joe Orr at 450-7933

bean. Cash and checks will be accepted. Sorgyyring the daytime and 237-5568 in the evening.
they cannot take credit cards.
For further information on the foundation, Advent Penance Services
please seevww.sancarlosfoundation.org 7:30 Monday, Dec. 21 St. John the Baptist
7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 22 St. David of Wales
Pastoral School Open House 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 23 St. Jerome
The School for Pastoral Ministry will offer an At each church, there will be a short penitentig
open house for new applicants on Saturday, Dessrvice, then priests will be available to hearryou

5. The day will begin with Mass at 8 a.m., folconfession, face-to-face or in the confessional.
lowed by morning hospitality and brief introduc-

Sister Gloria

D =

=N

tions in the Holy Names campus chapel at 9 a.m. )
Participants may then visit classrooms for part St. John’s Seniors
or all of the day. Applications are now being ac- St. John the Baptist Community Center
cepted for courses that begin Jan. 16. 6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington
Please contact Sandra atsmarti- Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850
nez@oakdiocese.orgr 267-8371 no later than Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays
Dec. 2 to RSVP. Tuesday, Dec. 1: Bingo




. . Boutique & Breakfast, Dec. 6
Ch”Stm_aS Slnger_s Welcome _ You are cordially invited to St. John’s annua
With Christmas coming soon, we are going Christmas Boutique and Confirmation Breakfast.

to be practicing for the Midnight Mass. Don’t miss it and, at the same time, help sup

Rehearsals are Thursday nights at 7:30port our school and our Confirmation class. Com’e
p.m. If you are unable to attend the Thursdayjoin us next Sunday, Dec. 6, starting at 9 a.m. in
night rehearsals but still want to be part of the the school gym.

combined choir for Christmas, please contact  gying your family and friends to enjoy:

Andy Gutierrez ag_723@yahoo.colr 559- . A hearty breakfast that will include french
3762 for more information. toast, scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, milk, ¢offee
tea and juice; $7 adults, $5 seniors and childrep,

until 12:30 p.m.
A . - Santa’s Workshop for the little ones. Let your

Have you marked your calendar- ",1 Just tw ildren do their Christmas shopping where they
weeks, on Thursday, Dec. 10, St. John’s mont dn find nice, cute items at very reasonable pricegs

Soup Luncheon will return for a second year. T'}Lﬁ the same time, you can walk around and do yqu
luncheon will be held in the Community Cente n shopping fro}n a number of vendors

hosted by the same group that brings you St. Raffles until 2 p.m. (need not be present t

John's annual English Tea. win), with a wide variety of items and a grand priz

bITO beglnfthe sleast:on, wetari making :hglme_ F a romantic getaway at the Golden Haven Hd
rable soup from last year, turkey vegetable wi rings Spa & Resort in Calistoga.

homemade noodles, bread, coffee, tea and home: g " 55hys Seniors and YLI will offer items for

ma(gﬁ desszrt, ?t”ffor 0?'%’ $g'. b fale at their booths until 2 p.m..
€ase dont Torget to bring your Soup BOWL —\/enqors: Spaces are still available. If inter

?poon andt C‘iﬁee cup. H“i Soup V‘;'” be servegdied, please contact Geseell Grant at 235-5859)| or
rom noon to 1 p.m., or until it runs out. gesgrant@yahoo.cam

Soup Lunches Resume Dec. 10

O

—+

Christmas Concerts at Cathedral Fr. Ray’s 35th Anniversary

At Christ the Light Cathedral, 21st & Harrison Next Sunday, Dec. 6, we
streets in Oakland: will celebrate the 35th anni-

7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3 Piedmont High versary of the ordination of
School Choir ($5 donation, students and seniors Fr. Raymond Ogbemure, our
free) priest in residence.

8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 12  Chanticleer's We will celebrate the occa-
Christmas Concert (tickets available at sion at the 12:30 p.m. Mass,
www.chanticleer.orp followed by a pot luck lunch-

eon in the Community Center,
Straight Spouse Network starting at 2 p.m.

The Straight Spouse Network is an interna- Fr. Ray (Fr. Ray's actual anniversary

tional organization that provides personal, confi- date is Dec. 8).

dential support and information to heterosexual For more information, contact Barbarella Mag-
spouses/partners, current or former, of gay, lelire (669-0177) or Connie DeCuir (260-0509).
bian, bisexual or transgender mates and mixed- Pot luck breakdown. Last name starting with:
orientation couples for constructively resolving A D Salads

coming-out issues. E J Appetizers
For further information, please contact Amity K R Main Dishes
Buxton at 595-1005 omww.straightspouse.org S Z Desserts
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