Fourth Sunday
Of Easter
April 25, 2010

The Redeemer has brought us
lasting freedom. Alleluia!

For the LamB who is in the center
OF the throne will shephero them
ano Leao them to springs of
Life-giving cwoater ano goo will wipe
every tear From their eyes.

The Good Shepherd Provides A Beautiful Image

Friends,

Jesus used local images in his stories and parablew here we are 2000 years later, ang
we have a setting of first-century Palestine arekph | really doubt that many of us have see

a flock of sheep being guarded and led by a shdphdowever, this is a powerful parable that
Is still relevant today.

Jesus is the good shepherd, and we are his shéepcalls us, and we follow where he
leads. Once in a while, we might drift off and tpett. When that happens, the Good Shepher
leaves the flock and goes looking for the lost phe€hat is a powerful image of our idea of
God. All-loving, very caring, protective of thétle ones, not leaving the lost sheep behind.

My very favorite psalm is Psalm 23: The Lord is shepherd. | try my best to be a good
sheep, and | try my best to listen to his voiceknbw that he will lead me and protect me
“even though | walk in the valley of the shadowdefth, | fear no evil ...”

What a blessing to be sheep of the flock of Jesus.

Peace,
Fr. John

EDITOR's NOTE This column and all of Father John’s previousitois are available on our parish
Web site. Just go www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.augd click on the picture of the church.
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Mass for the
Intentions I~ Week

Intention

Saturday, April 24 5p.m. Leonor F. Tiongson t Marbad
Sunday, April 25 8 a.m.  Thanksgiving Cecilia Cruz
9:30 a.m.  Conrad Alano ¥ Sales Family
11 a.m. Jaynie Klatt T Kathy Klatt
12:30 p.m.  Raphael Offiah T Mike Anibogu & Family
2 p.m.  St. John’s Parishioners Mandarin Mass rou
6 p.m.  St. John’s Parishioners Brazilian Communit
Monday, April 26 8a.m. JohnPerry t Perry Family
Tuesday, April 27 8am. PeterTof Sophia Ku
Wednesday, April 28 8 a.m.  Aureo Mendes t LigiatBri

Thursday, April 29 8 a.m.  St. John’s Parishioners

Friday, April 30 8 a.m.  St. John’s Parishioners

Saturday, May 1 8a.m. PaulaLiu Good Health
5p.m. Personal Intention

April 24 May 1, 2010

Requested By

t. J&n the Baptist Parish
Jshn the Baptist Parish
Ghara & Grandpa

Jean Coppock

Let Us Pray for the Sick:

Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander
Serafin Allam, Evelyn Baker, Barbara Brendlin/
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabell
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Narte Estrellas, Mi-
chael Fleming, Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti

Teresa Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Joe Gressgl

Betty Harrell, Frances Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Ad

Stewardship

Envelopes & EFT (198) $6,246
X Loose Donations 2,128
Total Regular Collection $8,374

Next Weekend: Parish & School Development

al
’G’Please remember your parish in your will.

Kasari, Marsha Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada
Eric Lubrano, Fr. John Maxwell, Deanig
McGowan, Evelyn Miché, Lolita Parafina,
Stephen Pellingra, Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieron
Leola Richardson, Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Styme
and Marilyn Sutton.

' Quinton Hill Alexander Haro

Please call the rectory to add or remove namg

> Message of Stewardship

NEW PARISHIONERS who would like to
register or those who would like to update the
information, please complete this form and plag
it in the collection basket.

Paul and Barnabas encountered both violent

rejection and joyful acceptance of the message

' they preached. We, too, may meet with mixed

€ reactions when we use our gifts in the service g

God. But, the Gospel assures us, the reward f
those who follow faithfully is eternal life.

—
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Name
Address
City Zip
2at ‘Bunny’ Schultz
Telephone 7,
E-mail Prace Chl’iStOpher VeIS




Please Pray for Vocations St. Paul’s Cinco de Mayo

Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is a special St. Paul's Church in San Pablo will hold its
day for everyone in our parish, when we celebrafeinco de Mayo Festival on Saturday, May 1.
the World Day of Prayer for VocationsWe ask This “Special Day for Our Kids” will start with
that we may be filled with joy and the Holy Spirita parade at 11 a.m. on 23rd Street. There will be
as we carry on the mission of Jesus, our Goddod, drinks, games, prizes and entertainmen
Shepherd. singing & dancing.

Let us pray for one another that we may be Enjoy this day with your entire family in a safe
strengthened in our Christian vocations as marrigfd healthy environment.
and single people, priests, deacons and religious. A laptop computer will be raffled off, for $1 a
May our youth listen to God’s call and be encoutticket. All proceeds will go to St. Paul's earth-

aged to respond generously. On Page 5 is a listgsfake retrofitting.
things you can do to promote vocations. St. Paul’s is located at 1845 Church Lane.

) \ Tenants Facing Foreclosure
I ! An informational workshop will be held from
/ {

—

3 to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, April 26, on the Rich-
mond City’s Just Cause Ordinance: Protecting

- A Tenants After Foreclosure.
People The meet,lng WI|'| be at Catholic Charities of
the East Bay's English Action Center at Grace LU
theran Church, 24th & Barrett Ave.

We are God i?

Prayer for Vocations For more information, call Bay Area Legal Aid
Generous God, at 1-800-551-5554.
You show us the way that leads to everlasting life.
Through baptism you have called us Death of ‘Death Panels’
to proclaim the Good News. Dr. Margaret R. McLean, one of the region’s
Bless and strengthen those top commentators on bioethics, will deliver thg
who have made a commitment Graduate Theological Union’s seventh annual
of service in the Church. McCoy Memorial Lecture on Religion, Ethics and
Guide and give wisdom Public Life at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 27.
to those discerning their vocation. Her talk on “The Death of ‘Death Panels’: Re-
Enrich out Church with dedicated forming End-of-Life Decision-Making,” will be in
married and single people, the Pacific School of Religion’s Chapel of the
with deacons, priests, Great Commission, 1798 Scenic Ave. in Berkeley
and with people in consecrated life. The talk is open to the public and free.

McLean is associate director and director of
Filled with your Holy Spirit, we ask this blessing pjoethics at the Markkula Center for Applied Eth-
that we, your people, may follow Jesus, ics at Santa Clara University.
our Good Shepherd, now and always. Amen.
Salesian Golf Tournament
The Salesian High School Golf Tournament
Bingo at St. Joseph’s will be held Monday, May 3, at the Richmond
St. Joseph School (at 1961 Plum St.) in Pinoleountry Club. Entry fee is $175 per golfer.
will conduct a bingo night on Saturday, May 1. Call Henry Moe at 234-4433 ext. 1104 or e
Doors will open at 4 p.m., and the games wilinail hmoe@salesian.cam Proceeds will benefit
begin at 5 p.m. the SHS Tuition Assistance Program.




Mother’s Day Brunch Vacation Bible Camp, June 21-25

The Sisters of the Holy Family will conduct a  Have you ever wondered ...
champagne Mother’'s Day brunch on Sunday, May What was it like to live as a slave in Bible
9, at the Best House and Garden, 159 Washingttimes?
Blvd., Fremont. How did they make mummies?

The champagne brunch will take place from What happened to Joseph (the guy with th
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with reserved seatingplorful coat)?
only. Tickets are $40 adults, $14 children 4-12, Find the answers to i ‘ii’fﬁﬁﬁﬁ?a

)

and children 3 & under free. To register, go t¢these questions and=
mary.campos.holyfamilysisters.orgr call Mary more at our ninth an- &

Campos at 624-4580. nual Vacation Bible &
_ . Day Camp. The ad- &
Architectural Exhibit venture at St. John's F———=

“Open Space Inside-Out: the Architecturalvill last from June 21-25.
Drawings of Arnold S. Constable,” will be on ex- Each day’s celebration begins at 9 a.m., and
hibit May through July at the Blackfrars Gallery athe journey ends at 5 p.m. for most campers.
the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theol- The registration rate for a full day camp is
ogy, 2301 Vine St. in Berkeley. $160; there is a morning-option available for $60

The exhibit features pen and ink wash drawper child. An early-bird discount is available ilint
ings of numerous Bay Area schools and churchdday 31.
including St. Dominic’s Church in San Francisco The St. John's Children's Religious Education

and St. Albert Priory in Oakland. Program will be sponsoring this event.
The opening reception will be from 4 to 6 p.m. Registration forms are available in the church,
on Sunday, May 2. school and rectory. Questions? Call Pam Vincent
For more information, call 883-7159. at 233-6486.
cursillo Weekends Mandarin Mass This Sunday

The next Women’s Cursillo Weekend will be un%gr n,ixiilrg%m:tlyz M?rzldiirit?]eMc?]Susrcvﬁm be this
Thursday evening, May 13, through Sunday, Ma§ They'Mrfss tim’e wag'ret-:entl chan ed from 3 t
16, at Holy Redeemer Center, 8945 Golf Linki the forth Sund yf " 9 e
Road in Oakland. p.m. on the fourth Sunday of the month to ad

The Men’s Cursillo Weekend will be May Zo_commodate the celebrant. .
23 at the same location. A pot luck meal follows the Masses in the

For details, visitwww.oakdiocesecursillo.org Cotrr\1fere.n<f:e R()tpm. :Everyone tls twﬁlﬁom:'. Fct
or call Dave Grubbs at (925) 484-0862 or Caroly. rther information, please contact Lulu Hsia a

[@)]

=

Steele at (925) 648-4890. 08-7109.
Speaker on Human Trafficking _
The Social Justice Ministry of St. Patrick Par- St. John’s Seniors
ish in Rodeo invites you to a discussion at 7 p.m. St. John the Baptist Community Center
Wednesday, April 28, on the subject of human 6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington
trafficking. Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850
Speaker will be Sister Caritas Foster, a mem- Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays
ber of the Sisters of the Holy Family. She will 12:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 27:
report on human trafficking on the local, nationa Birthday celebration
and world level, and what we can do to take a Sing-along with Ligia

stand against this modern-day form of slavery.




Ten Things You Can Do To Help Promote Vocations

By Fr. David Toups

For all Catholics: For those considering a vocation:

1. Pray for an increase in vocations to the 1. Practice the faith. We all need to be re-
priesthood and consecrated life. Jesus says nmnded that the whole point of our lives is to grow
Matthew 9:38 “to beg the master of the harvest io a deep, intimate and loving relationship with

send laborers into the vineyard.” If we want mor&od. This is the first step for any young person

priests, sisters and brothers, we all need to ask. desiring to discern any call in life.
2. Teachyoung people how to pray. Pope 2. Enter into the Silence.Silence is key to
Benedict XVI said that unless we teach our youtbanity and wholeness. We can only “hear” th

how to pray, they will never hear God calling themvoice of God if we are quiet. Take out the eaf

into a deeper relationship with buds of your iPhone, iPod, and
Him and into the discipleship of iTunes and listen to God, the
the Church. great | AM. Young people
3. Invite active young adults should try to spend 15 minutes
and teens to consider a vocation of quiet prayer each day — this
to the priesthood or consecrated is where you can begin to re-
life. A simple, sincere comment ceive clear direction in your
should not be underestimated. lives.
An easy way to do this can be 3. Be a good disciple.
remembered by four letters: Some bishops say, “We do not
ICNU. “John, | see in you have a vocation crisis; we have
(ICNU) the qualities that would a discipleship crisis.” Young
make a good priest, and | want to people can become true follow-
encourage you to pray about it.” ers of Jesus Christ by serving
It is a non-invasive way to encouragpennesso those around them. By discovering your call tg
a religious vocation. discipleship, you also discover your particulad cal
4. Make it attractive Show the priesthood for within the Church.
what it truly is — a call to be a spiritual fattierthe 4. Ask God. Ask God what He wants for your

whole family of faith. Similarly, the consecratedife and know He only wants what is good for you
life for a young woman is a call to be united tdf, in fact, you are called to the priesthood on-co
Christ in a unique way, and to be a spirituadecrated life, it will be the path to great joy ang
mother to those she encounters in her life and sesntentment.
vice. The challenge for priests and religiousois t 5. In the immortal words of a famous sneake
be joyful models of their vocations. manufacturer‘Just do it!" If you feel that God is
5. Preach it, brother! Vocations must be inviting you to “try it out,” apply to the seminary
talked about regularly if a “vocation culture” i3 t or religious order. Remember, the seminary
take root in parishes and homes. This means, ficginvent is a place of discernment. You will not b
and foremost, the people need to hear about vocaeained or asked to profess vows for many year

tions from priests through homilies, prayers of thproviding ample opportunity to explore the possit

faithful, and discussions in the classroom. Vocaility of a call to priesthood or religious life.
tions kept out of sight are out of mind.

Fr. Toups is a priest of the Diocese of St. PetegbFla. He is interim director of the Office of
Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations at the @&hference of Catholic Bishops
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