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What Does Easter Mean to You? 
 
Friends, 
  

What does Easter mean to you?  For some, Easter means white lilies or Easter eggs or 
chocolate bunny rabbits.  For some, Easter is merely a holiday with time off from job and 
school.   

 

What does Easter mean to you?  As Catholic Christians, I would hope that it means cele-
brating the victory of Jesus over death.  I would hope that Easter means the Light of Christ 
that dispels the darkness of our souls. 

 

I would hope that Easter would show us how much Jesus loved us, even to death, death 
on a cross!  I would hope that Easter would mean a very special “Thank you, Jesus” for all 
that you have done for me and all that you are still working in my life.  I would hope that 
Easter would mean having a forgiving heart.  Jesus was betrayed by his chosen disciples, 
and yet he forgave them.  

 

I hope you give a little time either at Mass or at home in a peaceful place and ask your-
self the question: “What does Easter mean to me?”  

   

Happy Easter, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 

The Church of St. John the Baptist 
11150 San Pablo Avenue, El Cerrito, CA  94530 

Ph.  510.232.5659  ��� �   Fax  510.236.0960 
www.SaintJohntheBaptistChurch.org  ��� �   E-mail: StJohnElCerrito@SBCGlobal.net 

 
Mass Schedule: 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. Sunday: 8, 9:30, 11 & 12:30 
Brazilian Mass: Sunday 6 p.m. Mandarin Mass: Fourth  Sunday 2 p.m. 
Weekday Mass: 8 a.m. Weekday Morning Prayers: 7:40 a.m. 



 
 April 3 � 10, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, April 3  9 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Sunday, April 4 8 a.m. Luis Torres † Ann Torres  
 9:30 a.m. Donald S. Kaldunski † Nancy Scherr 
 11 a.m. Fr. Ray � Happy Easter Kathy Klatt  
 12:30 p.m. Eugenio Artiaga † Reyline Artiaga 
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, April 5 8 a.m. Carlos Briones † Briones Family  
Tuesday, April 6 8 a.m. Personal Intentions  Jean Coppock 
Wednesday, April 7 8 a.m. Felicitas Martin † Martin Family  
Thursday, April 8 8 a.m. Leslie Chretient  Robertson Family  
Friday, April 9 8 a.m. Maria Fatima Gregorio † Mom & Dad 
Saturday, April 10 8 a.m. Cornelia Robinson † Roberta Jewett 
 5 p.m. Rose Givogri † Mary Aldal 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Serafin Allam, Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Bar-
bara Brendlinger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey 
Chavez, Isabella Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, 
Lou Encalada, Louise Encalada, Narte Estrellas, 
Michael Fleming, Emilio Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, 
Teresa Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Joe Gressel, 
Betty Harrell, Frances Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Adie 
Kasari, Marsha Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, 
Eric Lubrano, Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie 
McGowan, Evelyn & John Miché, Lolita Paraf-
ina, Stephen Pellingra, Evelyn Phillips, Dina 
Pieroni, Leola Richardson, Sr. Mary Soong, Amy 
Stymer and Marilyn Sutton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (212) $4,584 
 Loose Donations  2,218           
Total Regular Collection $6,802 
 

The Church in Central & Eastern Europe $966 
 

Next Week: Parish & School Development  
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Kayla Chales 

Message of Stewardship 
In the second reading today, St. Paul reminds 

the Colossians that they have been raised with 
Christ, exhorting them to “think about the things 
above rather than things of earth.”  We, too, have 
been raised with Christ.  Let us rejoice and be 
glad! 

John Bartulovich 
 

Louise Encalada 
 

Robert Kilian 

Vacation Bible Camp Signup 
Registration forms for our parish’s ninth an-

nual Vacation Bible Camp are now available. 
“Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Pal-

ace” will be held June 21-25 at St. John’s for 
children in pre-k through the sixth grade. 

For details, contact Pam Vincent 233-6486.   
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Our Solidarity Continues 
The Risen Christ gives all people a new hope.  

It is truly a time for rejoicing.   
Our efforts with Catholic 

Relief Services’ Operation 
Rice Bowl have also given 
hope and new chances to many 
of our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world.  Even 
though our Lenten journey is 
over, our solidarity with the poor needs to continue 
all year long.   

Half your contributions go to Catholic Relief 
Services, and other half to our Sister Parish in 
Haiti.  Visit orb.crs.org to stay connected with the 
Church’s work on behalf of those in need around 
the world. 

YLI Spring Salad Bar 
Mother of Perpetual Help, Institute No 159, 

will hold its annual Spring Salad Bar Luncheon at 
noon on Thursday, April 8, at St. Jerome’s Rohan 
Hall.  This luncheon will benefit students of St. 
Jerome’s and St. John’s schools. 

Tickets are $12 per person.  Reservations are 
necessary, as there will be assigned seating. 

Call Annette Bishop at 526-9742, June Felker 
at 524-9872 or Eleanor Roure at 526-4174.  There 
will be door and raffle prizes.  No tickets will be 
sold at the door.   

Paid reservations deadline is Monday, April 5. 

Catholic Men’s Conference 
Join fellow Catholic men for the fifth annual 

Napa Valley Catholic Men’s Conference. 
We all know the challenges of being a Catholic 

man in the modern world — you need support 
from your brothers in faith. 

The conference will be Saturday, April 17, at 
St. Apollinaris Church in Napa, featuring talks by 
some of today’s top Catholic leaders. 

Space is limited, so register early by going to 
www.ignatius.com/catholicmen or by calling (415) 
387-2324 ext. 103.  

Future of Catholic Schools 
The Oakland Diocese is beginning a strategic 

planning process to ensure that our Catholic 
schools are vital and viable for generations to 
come.  Help re-imagine the future of our schools.   

All parishioners are invited to share their per-
spectives and ideas about Catholic schools in an 
anonymous Community On-Line Survey that can 
be accessed through the following link April 1-30: 

w w w . s u r v e y m o n k e y . c o m / s /
dioceseofoaklandcatholicschools 

The Community On-Line Survey will also be 
available on the Oakland Diocese website, 
www.oakdiocese.org.  Your participation will help 
create a stronger and more financially viable 
Catholic school system. 

Theology After Hours 
The Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara 

University in Berkeley is now expanding its menu 
of courses to allow part-time students to complete 
a quality degree. 

Master in Theological Studies degree classes 
will be regularly offered in the evenings, on week-
ends and during the January and summer sessions.   

If you are a working professional or a person 
already involved in ministry and looking to ex-
plore new dimensions of your faith, they invite 
you to contact them for additional information at 
549-5013 or www.scu.edu/jst/. 

A Goodbye Note 
Dear Friends from St. John the Baptist Parish, 
Please accept my heartfelt word of gratitude 

for six full years with you.  Under the very com-
passionate leadership of Fr. John with his associate 
priests Fr. Ray, Fr. Bart and those who now work 
in different parishes along with Deacon Tom and 
all parish leaders, we have all become one family 
(with a special note for the RCIA team and candi-
dates).  I am very proud and I love you all dearly.  
Thank you for your friendship, your gifts, your 
commitment and your unique identity with God.  I 
leave you my very best blessing of Peace. 

                   � Fr. Emmanuel Foro, S.J. 
 (emmaforo@yahoo.fr) 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
Support Those Who Support Our Bulletin 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

12:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 6:  
Bingo 

Church School at 9:30 Mass 
Did you know that we have a “Church School” 

in the kindergarten classroom for your 3- to 5-year
-old child during the 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday? 

There is no charge for the students. 
This is an excellent way for your child to make 

new friends and learn about Jesus at their level. 
Just bring your child to the kindergarten class-

room next Sunday and register! 
Remember, “Faith is caught, not taught” (Sr. 

Angela).  For further information, call Pam Vin-
cent at 233-6486 or 507-8694. 

Reasons to Come Back 
Top 10 reasons to return to the Catholic 

Church: 
10.) Better than Sunday morning cable 

shows 
9.)  See if you’re still allergic to incense 
8.)  If it was good enough for Mother 

Teresa, it should be good enough for you 
7.)  Sacrament of Confession a lot 

cheaper than therapy 
6.)  Celebrate Christmas every Sunday at 

Christ’s Mass 
5.)  Confirm that, yes, there are kids that 

scream even louder than yours 
4.)  All are welcome; only our Founder is 

perfect 
3.)  Skip your breakfast, if necessary, but 

not the Bread of Life 
2.)  We’re not a “Bible church,” but the 

Church that made the Bible 
1.)  Even with a billion members, we 

could still use one more. 

Enrollment Applications 
Enrollment applications for new students at St. 

John’s are available in the school office.  If you 
know of a family interested in sending their chil-
dren to St. John’s, please have them call 234-2244 
or come by the office for an appointment. 

Welcome, Newly Initiated 
The Elect of the Church are receiving the sac-

raments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist this Easter Vigil are: 

Rajesh Sharma, whose sponsor is Richard 
Keller. 

Those baptized individuals who will be re-
ceived into full communion with the Church and 
will receive the sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist are: 

Barbara Hoffman, whose sponsor is Susan 
Bitner. 

Rhashell Jorgensen, whose sponsor is Ignacio 
Calderon 

The child receiving the sacrament of Baptism 
is Stacifay Jorgensen, whose god-parent is Mari-
len Bugarin. 

A special thanks is due to the whole RCIA 
team that helped form and prepare these people.  
They include Katherine Bechthold, Robert Collins, 
Jean Coppock, Fr. Emmanuel Foro, S.J.; Martine 
Ham, Christine Hickey, John Houghton, Madeline 
Hubbard, Richard Keller, Sr. Anne Maher and 
Karen Smith.  Their dedicated support and guid-
ance has made possible this wonderful journey 
into renewed life in Christ. 

If you, a family member or a friend needs to 
complete their initiation into the Church or might 
be interested in joining the Catholic Church, 
please call the parish office at 232-5659.  The 
Easter Season is the perfect time to begin and con-
tinue your faith journey! 

Next Soup Lunch April 15 
Please mark your calendars: Due to the YLI 

Salad Luncheon, April’s monthly soup luncheon 
will be held April 15, the third Thursday. 

April’s soup will be chicken noodle, with 
homemade noodles. 
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