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How Much Fruit Are You Bearing? 
Friends, 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus uses the example of a fig tree.  The master came looking for figs 
and found none.  The gardener tried to feed and pamper the tree for three years and still no fruit 
…  This a parable about you and me.  God has blessed each one of us with wonderful graces.  
God is going to expect that we produce good fruit.  However, we can waste our talents, and 
God will have to cut us down and make firewood.   

 

During Lent, the scripture asks us what sort of fruit we are bearing.  Are we bearing any 
fruit at all?  Are we doing something for our neighbor?  Remember we love God 100%, and we 
love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  We have all sorts of chances to share our resources 
with others: now the terrible earthquake in Chile and the on-going disaster in Haiti.  We have 
lots of homeless people right here in El Cerrito and Richmond.  We have relatives who seek 
our forgiveness and reconciliation.  We have sick and elderly people who would love a visit or 
a phone call …  These are our fruits.  Lent is a perfect time to really produce good fruit. 

   

Peace, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 

Daylight Savings Time Begins Next Sunday 
Be sure to set your clocks ahead one hour next Saturday night, 

March 13, for the start of Daylight Savings Time. 



 
 March 6 � 13, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, March 6  5 p.m. Margaret Hicks † Noreen Shaughnessy 
Sunday, March 7 8 a.m. Luis Torres † Ann Torres 
 9:30 a.m. Donald S. Kaldunski † Nakamura Family  
 11 a.m. Deceased Family Members † Blair Family  
 12:30 p.m. Eugenio Artiaga † Reyline Artiaga  
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, March 8  8 a.m. Dory Briones � Birthday  Briones Family  
 7 p.m. Marie Brown † Theresa Kee  
Tuesday, March 9  8 a.m. Maria Fatima Gregorio † Mom & Dad 
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Wednesday, March 10 8 a.m. Angelo Costa � Healing  Auntie  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Thursday, March 11 8 a..m. Ray Davenport † Don Davenport  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Friday, March 12 8 a.m. Aladina Matteucci † Gina Lencioni 
Saturday, March 13 8 a.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
 5 p.m. Margaret Hicks † Noreen Shaughnessy 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Barbara Brendlin-
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Emilio 
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Teresa Grant, Domingos 
Gregorio, Joe Gressel, Betty Harrell, Frances 
Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Geraldine Judt, Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & 
John Miché, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, 
Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, 
Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and Marilyn Sut-
ton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (171) $3,688 
 Loose Donations  2,035          
Total Regular Collection $5,723 
 

Next Weekend: Catholic Relief Services  
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Message of Stewardship 
The parable in today’s Gospel clearly warns 

that we, like the fig tree, will be judged by our 
fruit.  While God mercifully provides us with 
time and opportunity, let us give witness to our 
faith with deeds of kindness and generosity! 

Crystal Wong 

Marie Brown 
 

Irma Gherlone 
 

Tim Higgins 
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Lenten Mystery Play Friday 
The Franciscan Mystery Players of Salesian 

High will present the Lenten Mystery Play, “The 
Way of the Cross,” at St. John the Baptist Church 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 12. 

This dramatic multi-media 
presentation of the Passion and 
Death of the Lord is offered dur-
ing the Lenten season in church 
sanctuaries as a living meditation 
on the Stations of the Cross. 

(There will be no 7 p.m. Mass 
that evening.) 

“The Way of the Cross” has no speaking parts.  
Through the use of special lighting, inspirational 
music, drama and soul-searching meditations, peo-
ple are able to get in touch with themselves, their 
goodness, struggles and their failings.   

Then, in a unique way, the mystery play be-
comes a prayerful vehicle for the Lord’s spirit to 
forgive, heal and renew. 

We encourage you to attend. 

Making Holy Choices 
Did you ever wonder what God is saying?  

How can one hear His voice?  How does one know 
if the right decision is being made? 

A three-day mission on Making Holy Choices: 
Discerning God’s Will in Your Life on March 7-9 
at St. Joseph Church in Pinole promises to be en-
gaging, entertaining and inspiring.   

The Sunday-Monday-Tuesday mission from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. will provide spiritual tools to help 
discern God’s will in our lives, as well as give help 
through these tough economic times.   

For more information, please call 741-4900 or 
visit www.sjcpinole.org. 

Lenten Fish Fry, March 19 
Please mark the date of Friday, March 19, for 

St. John’s annual Lenten Fish Fry.  This event, 
sponsored by the African American Community, 
will be held in the school gym from 4 to 9 p.m.   

Come and enjoy wonderful company, great 
music and delicious catfish or red snapper dinners 
together with string beans, potato salad, hush pup-
pies and cake. 

Tickets are $15 (same as last year), and will go 
on sale this weekend after the Masses.  Please 
make your checks payable to St. John’s Church.  
Proceeds will be used to assist both St. John’s Par-
ish and our Sister Parish in Haiti. 

Tickets may also be purchased from any of the 
African American Committee members.  If you 
have any questions regarding this event, please 
call Barbarella Magloire at 669-0177. 

35 Years of Service 
Congratulations to Ruben Gutierrez, Nancy 

Woo and Bernie Juat, who are marking 35 
years of service to St. John’s Parish as lay min-
isters of Holy Communion. 

They were part of an original group of 16 
parishioners (10 lay people and 6 Sisters) who 
were organized by our pastor, Fr. William 
Abeloe, in 1975 to distribute Holy Communion 
to the faithful as part of the liturgical reforms 
of Vatican II. 

Their first service was at Easter. 
If you would like to serve as a Eucharistic 

minister at St. John’s, please call Tom Ken-
nedy at the church office (232-5659) or 501-
3956. 

The choir, lector, usher and altar server 
ministries also are open to new members. 

Please Park in School Lots 
Please use the school parking lots on San 

Pablo Avenue and Kearney Street when at-
tending services at St. John’s. 

The Bank of the West Plaza at the corner 
of Madison and San Pablo is reserved for the 
shopping center’s customers and tenants. 

Thank you. 

Priests Need a Cook 
Yan can cook.  Can you? 
 The priests of our church are looking for a 

part-time cook.  They eat at 6 p.m., and the job is 
Monday through Friday – dinner only.  There is no 
need to serve the food or clean up.  The priests 
will do that.  For more information and wages, call 
Mary Asuncion at 232–5659. 
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Youth Ministry Candy Sale 
Please help our youth help others. 
In solidarity with hungry children throughout 

the world, St. John’s Youth Ministry members will 
be selling candy sachets and lollipop bouquets out-
side the church after all the Masses throughout 
March.  Proceeds will go to World Vision, an in-
ternational inter-faith organization that feeds hun-
gry children throughout the world. 

In addition to the candy sale, our youth minis-
try is also participating in the 30-hour Famine, a 
“lock-in” fast on April 3-4 that will give members 
the opportunity to walk in the shoes of the hungry 
and homeless and deepen their own faith.   

We strongly urge your support of our youth’s 
efforts by purchasing candy, sponsoring a youth 
member’s fast and offering them your encourage-
ment.   

For more information, please call the youth 
ministry at 232-5659. 

 

St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Noon Tuesday, March 9:  
Eric Smith, D.C., a local chiropractor: 

Illustrated presentation on lower back pain 

Lenten Services 
8 a.m. Mass � Monday through Saturday 
8:30 a.m. on Fridays � Stations of the Cross 
7 p.m. Mass � Monday through Friday 

 
Lenten Abstinence 

As a penitential practice during Lent,  all 
Catholics who are 14 years or older are obliged 
to refrain from eating meat on Fridays during 
Lent. 

Parents are encouraged to see that children 
who are not bound by the obligation to abstain 
from meat are led to appreciate an authentic 
sense of penance. 

Rice Bowl �  Helping Schools 
For young people in Af-

ghanistan and around the 
world who lack educational 
opportunities.  May our 
generosity and prayers this 
Lent support communities 
in their efforts to establish 
quality schools for this chil-
dren. 

We will collect your donations during Holy 
Week.  Half your contributions will go to Catholic 
Relief Services, and other half to our Sister Parish 
in Haiti.  Visit orb.crs.org for more information. 

Safe in the U.S. 
Fr. John Maxwell poses with John and Johnny, his 
godsons who were adopted by parishioner Natasha 
Cadet (right) and brought from Haiti to live in the 
United States in December �  one month before the 
devastating earthquake hit Port-au-Prince.  Natasha’s 
family hails from Haiti.  The boys will be 6 in March. 

Soup Luncheon This Thursday 
Our next soup luncheon will be this Thursday, 

April 11, in the Community Center.  We’ll be 
serving Albondigas (meatball) soup. 

If you’ve missed previous soup luncheons, 
soup is served from noon to 1 p.m. or until we run 
out.  Just $3 includes soup, bread, dessert and cof-
fee or tea.  Please don’t forget your soup bowl, 
spoon and cup.  Soup is also available for takeout; 
please supply your container. 
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Feminists Against Abortion 
Serrin Foster of Feminists for Life will speak 

at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 9, at the Soda Center at 
St. Mary’s College in Moraga on “The Feminist 
Case Against Abortion.” 

Feminists for Life is a pro-women and pro-life 
group that is dedicated to empowering women by 
increasing resources and support for women ex-
periencing crisis pregnancies. 

Helping Inner-City Schools 
Did you know that tuition at our inner-city 

Catholic schools is now the same as tuition at an 
average U.S. university was 10 years ago? 

And this is still not enough to cover the ex-
penses of operating the school. 

Every inner-city Catho-
lic school and every one of 
their students needs help to 
achieve the life-changing 
benefits of a Catholic edu-
cation.  Your support of the 
Bishop’s Appeal will help 
close the gap and give the 
gift of a good education 
rooted in the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. 

Your donations also will support religious 
education for public school students, special reli-
gious education for the developmentally disabled 
and St. Joseph’s Center for the Deaf. 

Thus far this year, St. John’s parishioners have 
contributed $9,506, which is 38% of our goal. 

2nd Collection Next Weekend 
Next weekend, our parish will take up a second 

collection for Catholic Relief Services. 
This collection helps fund six Catholic organi-

zations that improve the quality of life and protect 
human dignity. 

Your gift will support agricultural develop-
ment to strengthen economies and create food sus-
tainability, provide outreach services to survivors 
of human trafficking, and supply pastoral care and 
advocacy for immigrants and refugees. 

By helping the marginalized and impover-
ished, you give hope to Jesus in disguise.   

24th Annual St. John the Baptist School Endowment Dinne r Dance 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 

The 24th annual St. John the Baptist School Endowment Auction Dinner Dance will be held from 6 
to 11 p.m. in the school gymnasium (Kearney Street entrance).   Proceeds will benefit the St. John’s 
tuition assistance and enrichment programs for the students.  The evening will include silent and live 
auctions, dinner and dancing to ’70s disco music by DJ Paul O’Sullivan of Good Vibrations Mobile 
Music.  The best dressed ’70s attire wins $100 cash prize!  Everyone in attendance will be entered 
into a contest to win a special door prize.  Tickets are $30 per person. Contact Rachel Epperson at 
223-3956 or Frances Renty Williams at 384-8203.  Donations are also appreciated.   


