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What Path Has God Chosen for You? 
Friends, 
 

The Gospel of the Transfiguration is highly symbolic.  Jesus went up a mountain with his 
three chosen followers.  In scripture, mountains are holy places.  Moses went up Mount Sinai, 
and God gave him the 10 Commandments and when he came down, his face was glowing with 
a bright light.  On Mount Tabor, Jesus is radiant with a divine light as he talks with Moses and 
Elijah, great figures of the Old Testament.  Luke asserts that Jesus’ path has been given to him 
by God in the same way that God guided the paths of Moses and Elijah.  However, at the end 
of this Transfiguration scene, God speaks only about Jesus: “This is my chosen Son.  Listen to 
him.” 

 

What this Gospel tells me is that God has chosen a path for me, and God expects me to fol-
low that path by listening to Jesus.  I truly believe that God has chosen each one of us through 
Baptism, and God has chosen a path for each one of us to follow.  Listening to Jesus is the key 
to not getting lost on our journey.  Lent is a perfect time to reflect upon the path God has cho-
sen for you.  And Jesus is the key to staying on that path.  Listen to him. 

   

Peace, 
Fr. John 
 

Message of Stewardship 
Peter, James and John wanted to build a “booth” for Jesus and just stay on the mountain where His 

transfiguration took place.  But the Son of God, the Chosen One, knew that He must instead keep mov-
ing toward His crucifixion.  We, too, must rise from worship and do what we can to hasten the coming 
of the kingdom. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 



 
 Feb. 27 �  March 6, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, Feb. 27 5 p.m. Margaret Hicks † Hicks Family 
Sunday, Feb. 28 8 a.m. Peter Vietti† Vietti Family  
 9:30 a.m. Erlinda Pajuleras † Pajuleras Family  
 11 a.m. Martin Padilla † Barce Family  
 12:30 p.m. David McClanahan † Helene Wulbern  
 3 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Mandarin Mass Group 
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, March 1  8 a.m. Kenneth M. Kunert, S.J. † Evelyn Miché  
 7 p.m. Purita Cayetano † Kay & Thalia Cayetano 
Tuesday, March 2  8 a.m. Personal Intentions  Jean Coppock  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Wednesday, March 3 8 a.m. Claire Gorin † Helene Wulbern  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Thursday, March 4  8 a..m. Gloria Calas † Victoria Gregorio  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Friday, March 5 8 a.m. Peter Vietti † Vietti Family 
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Saturday, March 6 8 a.m. Paula Liu � Good Health Grandma & Grandpa 
 5 p.m. Margaret Hicks † Noreen Shaughnessy 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Barbara Brendlin-
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Emilio 
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irma Gherlone, Teresa 
Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Betty Harrell, Fran-
ces Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Geraldine Judt, Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & 
John Miché, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, 
Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, 
Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and Marilyn Sut-
ton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Youths Fast for the Hungry 
This Lent, St. John’s Youth Ministry mem-

bers will be participating in a 30-hour fast to feel 
what hunger is like over an extended period.  In 
the process, they will also be raising money to 
help hungry children around the world. 

The fast is called “30-Hour Famine” and will 
take place April 3-4.  Please encourage our 
youths with your prayers and support. 

An orientation program with the youths and 
parents will be held at 7 p.m. Thursday, March 4, 
in the Community Center.  For more information, 
please call the youth ministry at 232-5659. 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (204) $6,054 
 Loose Donations  2,170         
Total Regular Collection $8,224 
 

Ash Wednesday $1,895 
 

Mark Price � Parish Lenten Mission $1,710 
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 
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Philippine Passion Play 
The Philippine Passion Play “Kristo” will be 

performed at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 7, at Chabot 
College Performing Arts Center in Hayward. 

“Kristo” is the story of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the form of a Philippine musical-dance drama 
and pantomime movements. There is no dialogue. 

The play features two-time Philippine best ac-
tor Mat Ranillo III as Jesus, together with dancers 
from the Steps, Styles & Spotlights school of 
dance in Union City.  For information and reserva-
tions, call 712-1425 or see www.kristotheplay.com. 

Celebrate Black History 
You are cordially invited to a Black History 

Celebration this Sunday, Feb. 28.   
Fr. Gregory Chisholm, S.J., will preach at the 

12:30 p.m. Mass.  He is pastor of St. Patrick’s 
Parish in Oakland and an assistant professor of 
pastoral theology at the Jesuit School of Theology 
in Berkeley. 

A reception will follow 
in the Community Center, 
featuring a traditional soul 
food menu of fried and 
baked chicken, macaroni 
and cheese, green beans, 
cornbread, red velvet cake, 
pound cake, peach cobbler 
and lemonade.  Those 
wishing to bring food 
items are encouraged to 
bring fried or baked chicken or one of the dessert 
items indicated above to the Community Center 
between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. on Sunday.   

 All are welcome. 

Lenten Mystery Play, March 12 
The Franciscan Mystery Players of Salesian 

High will present the Lenten Mystery Play, “The 
Way of the Cross,” at St. John the Baptist Church 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 12. 

This dramatic multi-media 
presentation of the Passion and 
Death of the Lord is offered dur-
ing the Lenten season in church 
sanctuaries as a living meditation 
on the Stations of the Cross. 

“The Way of the Cross” has 
no speaking parts.  Through the 
use of special lighting, inspirational music, drama 
and soul-searching meditations, people are able to 
get in touch with themselves, their goodness, 
struggles and their failings.  Then, in a unique 
way, the mystery play becomes a prayerful vehicle 
for the Lord’s spirit to forgive, heal and renew. 

Making Holy Choices 
Did you ever wonder what God is saying?  

How can one hear His voice?  How does one know 
if the right decision is being made? 

A three-day mission on Making Holy Choices: 
Discerning God’s Will in Your Life on March 7-9 
at St. Joseph Church in Pinole promises to be en-
gaging, entertaining and inspiring. 

The Sunday-Monday-Tuesday mission from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. will provide spiritual tools to help 
discern God’s will in our lives, as well as give help 
through these tough economic times. 

For more information, please call 741-4900 or 
visit www.sjcpinole.org. 

Fr. Greg Chisholm, S.J. 

Lenten Fish Fry, March 19 
Please mark the date of Friday, March 19, for 

St. John’s annual Lenten Fish Fry.  This event is 
sponsored by the African American Community 
and will be held in the school gym from 4 to 9 
p.m.   

Come and enjoy wonderful company, great 
music and delicious catfish or red snapper dinners 
together with string beans, potato salad, hush pup-
pies and cake. 

Tickets are $15 (same as last year), and will go 
on sale the weekend of March 6-7 following the 
Masses.  Please make your checks payable to St. 
John’s Church.  Proceeds will be used to assist 
both St. John’s Parish and our Sister Parish in 
Haiti. 

Tickets may also be purchased from any of the 
African American Committee members.  If you 
have any questions regarding this event, please 
call Barbarella Magloire at 669-0177. 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
 

Support Those Who Support Our Bulletin 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Noon Tuesday, March 2:  
Dave Weinstein, author and vice president  

of El Cerrito Historical Society: 
“The Architecture of El Cerrito” 

Lenten Services 
8 a.m. Mass � Monday through Saturday 
8:30 a.m. on Fridays � Stations of the Cross 
7 p.m. Mass � Monday through Friday 

 
Lenten Abstinence 

As a penitential practice during Lent,  all 
Catholics who are 14 years or older are obliged 
to refrain from eating meat on Fridays during 
Lent. 

Parents are encouraged to see that children 
who are not bound by the obligation to abstain 
from meat are led to appreciate an authentic 
sense of penance. 

Rice Bowl � a Sign of Hope 
Jesus’ transfiguration was a moment of hope 

for the disciples, giving them the strength to en-
dure the future sacrifices they would make as they 
formed the early Church. 

As we continue our jour-
ney with Catholic Relief Ser-
vices’ Operation Rise Bowl, 
let us be mindful that our 
Lenten sacrifices help to 
give hope to our brothers 
and sisters in need. 

We will collect your donations during Holy 
Week.  Half your contributions will go to Catholic 
Relief Services, and other half to our Sister Parish 
in Haiti.  Visit orb.crs.org for more information. 

Divine Mercy Congress 
Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society will hold a 

regional congress on mercy the weekend of March 
5-7 at the Marriot San Ramon. 

Guest speakers will include Auxiliary Bishop 
Ignatius Wang of San Francisco. 

The early registration fee for a three-day con-
ference pass is $35.  To register or inquire, please 
call 412-4715.   

The Divine Mercy Chapel is located at 11152 
San Pablo Ave., next door to St. John’s church. 

School Endowment, March 13 
St. John the Baptist School’s 24th annual En-

dowment Event will be held from 6 to 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 13 in the school gym. 

The event will begin with complimentary 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres while you peruse the 
silent auction table. 

A delicious buffet dinner will follow at 7 p.m.  
The excitement begins with a live auction, where 
you will have the chance to bid on one-of-a-kind 
gifts donated by each grade. 

Dance to 1970s hit music provided by Paul 
O’Sullivan, school board president, of Good Vi-
brations Mobile Music. 

Ticket prices are $30 per person.  All proceeds 
will benefit the St. John’s Tuition Assistance pro-
gram and enrich our children’s education. 

For more information, call Rachel Epperson at 
223-3956 or Frances Renty Williams at 384-8203. 

Caring for Retired Priests 
We have fewer Catholic priests serving an ever

-growing Catholic population. 
Fostering vocations 

and caring for retired 
priests who have given 
lifetimes of service to 
their flocks are more 
important now than 
ever.   

Vocat ions and 
priest retirement are 
funded from the 
Bishop’s Appeal.   

Thus far this year, 
St. John’s parishioners 
have contributed $5,116, which is 20% of our 
goal. 
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