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Lent Gives Us a Chance To Be Renewed 
 
Friends, 
   

It seems that we just finished celebrating Christmas, and now we are in the sacred season of 
Lent.  The Church knows that we need a lot of help to prepare for the Holy Week, when Jesus 
celebrated the Eucharist with his friends, and then the next day was betrayed, suffered, died 
and was buried.  The fantastic miracle of Jesus rising from the dead on Easter morning is the 
culmination of Lent and Holy Week.  We all need help in remembering these wonderful events 
of our salvation, and that is why we have the season of Lent.  Here at St. John’s, we will start 
our Lenten observance with our old friend Mark Price.  Mark will bring Judas Iscariot to life at 
all the weekend Masses on the First Sunday of Lent.  And then on the next Monday at 7:30, 
Mark will re-create the image of St. Joseph.  I think this is a great way to begin Lent.  Come 
and be renewed by Mark Price. 

   

Also during Lent we will have two daily Masses: our usual 8 a.m. Mass and an evening 
Mass at 7 p.m.  When we attend Mass, we are participating in the real presence of Jesus.  That 
might be something you could do as your personal Lenten observance. 

   

Traditionally, some of us make sacrifices during Lent.  We give up candy or something 
else.  We pick up our Bibles and do some extra reflections and prayers.  We give some alms or 
money to the poor.  The key is TO DO SOMETHING.  God has blessed us abundantly.  Lent is 
a time to say thanks by using this sacred time to improve our spiritual life. 

   

Peace, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 



 
 February 20 �  27, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, Feb. 20 5 p.m. Fannie Rawls † Renty Family 
Sunday, Feb. 21 8 a.m. Claire Gorin† Herman & Janet Chavez 
 9:30 a.m. Dionisia Boland † Evan Boland 
 11 a.m. Russ Blair † Blair Family  
 12:30 p.m. Marlon Smith † Mildred & Frank Gardner 
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, Feb. 22  8 a.m. John Miché † Evelyn Miché  
Tuesday, Feb. 23  8 a.m. Florencio Peralta † Briones Family  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 8 a.m. Leonor Tiongson † Mom & Dad  
 7:30 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Thursday, Feb. 25  8 a..m. Deceased Members of Davenport Family † Don Davenport  
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Friday, Feb. 26 8 a.m. Jair Freitas � Birthday Freitas Family 
 7 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  St. John the Baptist Parish 
Saturday, Feb. 27 8 a.m. Jo Sudall † Helene Wulbern  
 5 p.m. Margaret Hicks † Hicks Family 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Barbara Brendlin-
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Emilio 
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irma Gherlone, Teresa 
Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Betty Harrell, Fran-
ces Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Geraldine Judt, Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & 
John Miché, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, 
Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, 
Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and Marilyn Sut-
ton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Message of Stewardship 
Today’s first reading describes the offering of 

first fruits the people of Israel were to present to 
the Lord in thanksgiving for their deliverance 
from Egypt and the gift of the promised land.  Is 
my offering at today’s Mass an appropriate re-
sponse to the many blessings the Lord has given 
me? 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (176) $4,538 
 Loose Donations  1,744        
Total Regular Collection $6,282 
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Thank You, Thank You 
We’d like to thank all those who helped ar-

range and attended our Cupid’s Crab Feast on 
Saturday night, Feb. 13. 

The décor was splendid, the food was great, 
the crowd was large and bidding on the auction 
items was lively.  It was a great example of a 
Christian community at work. 

——— 
Thanks also to those who sponsored and par-

ticipated in our Lunar New Year celebration the 
following day. 

This event also drew a large crowd and pro-
vided an excellent program to mark the start of 
the Year of the Tiger. 
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Celebrate Black History 
You are cordially invited to a Black His-

tory Celebration next Sunday, Feb. 28.   
The African American Community at St. 

John’s will be welcoming Fr. Greg Chisholm 
from St. Patrick’s in Oakland, who will be 
preaching at the 12:30 p.m. Mass. 

A reception will follow in the Community 
Center, featuring a traditional soul food menu 
of fried and baked chicken, macaroni and 
cheese, green beans, cornbread, red velvet 
cake, pound cake, peach cobbler and lemon-
ade.  Those wishing to bring food items are 
encouraged to bring fried or baked chicken or 
one of the dessert items indicated above to the 
Community Center between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
on Sunday.   

Please call Barbarella Magloire if you have 
questions at 669-0177.  All are welcome. 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
 

Support Those Who Support Our Bulletin 

School Endowment, March 13 
St. John the Baptist School’s 24th annual En-

dowment Event will be held from 6 to 11 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 13 in the school gym. 

The event will begin with complimentary 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres while you peruse the 
silent auction table. 

A delicious buffet dinner will follow at 7 p.m.  
The excitement begins with a live auction, where 
you will have the chance to bid on one-of-a-kind 
gifts donated by each grade. 

Dance to 1970s hit music provided by Paul 
O’Sullivan, school board president, of Good Vi-
brations Mobile Music. 

Ticket prices are $30 per person.  All proceeds 
will benefit the St. John’s Tuition Assistance pro-
gram and enrich our children’s educational experi-
ence. 

For more information, please call Rachel 
Epperson at 223-3956 or Frances Renty Williams 
at 384-8203. 

Lenten Mystery Play, March 12 
The Franciscan Mystery Players of Salesian 

High will present the Lenten Mystery Play, “The 
Way of the Cross,” at St. John the Baptist Church 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 12. 

This dramatic multi-media 
presentation of the Passion and 
Death of the Lord is offered dur-
ing the Lenten season in church 
sanctuaries as a living meditation 
on the Stations of the Cross. 

“The Way of the Cross” calls 
for no speaking parts.  Through 
the use of special lighting, inspirational music, 
drama and soul-searching meditations, people are 
able to get in touch with themselves, their good-
ness, struggles and their failings.  Then, in a 
unique way, the mystery play becomes a prayerful 
vehicle for the Lord’s spirit to forgive, heal and 
renew. 

Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Bishop William Justice cordially invites all 

married couples of Northern California to a sol-
emn Eucharistic celebration and renewal of vows 
at noon Saturday, Feb. 27, at St. Mary’s Cathedral, 
1111 Gough St. in San Francisco. 

Special honor will be shown those celebrating 
their 25th, 50 or 50+ wedding anniversaries. 

Registration forms are available to download 
at www.sffamilylife.com.  You can also call (707) 
552-3394 or e-mail sfcath@gmail.com. 

Film About Murdered Sister 
Maryknoll will present They Killed Sister 

Dorothy, a gripping film about Sr. Dorothy Stang, 
a remarkable woman who was murdered in cold 
blood in the Brazilian rainforest defending land 
rights of the poor, at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 26, at 
St. John the Baptist Church in San Lorenzo. 

Meet Sr. Dorothy’s brother David, who has 
devoted his life to telling her story and attending 
the trials of the accused.  Admission is free. 

The film has won numerous awards. 
For more information, call 276-5021 or visit 

www.maryknoll.us. 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Noon Tuesday, Feb. 23:  
Birthday celebration 

Sing-along with Ligia 

Mark Price as St. Joseph  

St. Joseph Will Come to Life  
Lenten Services 

8 a.m. Mass � Monday through Saturday 
8:30 a.m. on Fridays � Stations of the Cross 
7 p.m. Mass � Monday through Friday 

 
Lenten Abstinence 

As a penitential practice during Lent,  all 
Catholics who are 14 years or older are obliged 
to refrain from eating meat on Fridays during 
Lent. 

Parents are encouraged to see that children 
who are not bound by the obligation to abstain 
from meat are led to appreciate an authentic 
sense of penance. 

Diocesan Mass for the Sick 
The Order of Malta Health Clinic at Christ the 

Light Cathedral will hold its second annual Dioce-
san World Day of the Sick Mass at 1 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 27. 

The principal celebrant will be Bishop Cor-
dileone.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be admin-
istered to all who suffer from a serious acute or 
chronic illness. 

Special seating and an area for wheelchairs 
will be set aside for those who will receive the sac-
rament.  Please arrive by 10:30 a.m. to assure ac-
cess to these areas. 

Parking, including handicapped spaces, will be 
available in the cathedral garage free of charge to 
the  first 200 cars.  Attendants will be available to 
those who require assistance. 

For more information, contact the Malta 
Health Clinic at 587-3000. 

Get Your Rice Bowl for Lent 
In Luke’s story of the temptations of Jesus, we 

see how we can be tempted by wealth, power and 
esteem just as He was.  Lent calls us to focus on 
our faith life by living it in deeper ways. 

As we begin our journey 
with Catholic Relief Services’ 
Operation Rice Bowl, let us 
pray and sacrifice so that 
through our faith life, we can 
make a difference in the lives 
of our brothers and sisters in 
need. 

We invite all families to participate in the Rice 
Bowl program of prayer, fasting, learning and giv-
ing.  Please be sure to take home a Rice Bowl 
packet and follow this simple yet powerful Lenten 
practice. 

We will collection your donations during Holy 
Week.  Half your contributions will go to Catholic 
Relief Services, and other half to our Sister Parish 
in Haiti.  Visit orb.crs.org for more information. 

Divine Mercy Congress 
Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society will hold a 

regional congress on mercy the weekend of 
March 5-7 at the Marriot San Ramon. 

Guest speaker will include Auxiliary Bishop 
Ignatius Wang of San Francisco. 

The early registration fee for a three-day con-
ference pass is $35.  To register or inquire, call 
412-4715.   

The Divine Mercy Chapel is located at 11152 
San Pablo Ave., next door to St. John’s church. 

Mark Price, who is 
portraying Judas at all 
our Masses this week-
end, will return Mon-
day night to depict St. 
Joseph.  

His performance at 7 
p.m. will provide us 
with thoughtful reflec-
tions for Lent.   
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Aiding the Larger Church 
We depend on our larger church, the diocese, 

to cultivate vocations, to care for our retired 
priests, to lend a helping hand to our poorest par-
ishes and the keep Catholic education up and run-
ning in our inner cities. 

Your support of 
the 2010 Bishop’s 
Appeal, “To Make 
C h r i s t  B e t t e r 
Known: The Cam-
paign for Catholic 
Parishes and Educa-
tion,” will help our 
bishop provide for 
these important 
needs. 

Parishioners are 
encouraged to make 
long-term pledges, 
which will be less painful and provide a continu-
ing income stream for the diocese throughout the 
year. 

Envelopes are available at the church exits. 

Auditions for Boys Choir 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir, serving the Oak-

land Diocese for the past 21 years, welcomes in-
quiries and auditions from boys in diocesan 
schools and parishes.    

For information, please call 887-4311 or visit 
www.ggbc.org. 

Philippine Passion Play 
The Philippine Passion Play “Kristo” will be 

performed at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 7, at Chabot 
College Performing Arts Center in Hayward. 

“Kristo” is the story of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the form of a Philippine musical-dance drama 
and pantomime movements. There is no dialogue. 

The play features two-time Philippine best ac-
tor Mat Ranillo III as Jesus, together with dancers 
from Steps, Styles & Spotlights school of dance in 
Union City.   

For information and reservations, please call 
712-1425 or see www.kristotheplay.com. 

Mark Calendars for Bible Camp 
Have you ever wondered...... 
What was it like to live as a slave in Bible 

Times? 
How did they make mummies? 
What happened to Joseph (the guy with the 

colorful coat)? 
Find the answers to these questions � and more 

� at our ninth annual Vacation Bible Day Camp.  
The adventure at St. John’s will last from June 21-
25. 

Each day’s celebration begins at 9 a.m., and 
the journey ends at 5 p.m. for most campers. 

There is a morning option available for pre-
school and kindergarten students. 

Please reserve the time to visit Egypt 
and  Joseph's journey from prison to palace. 

The St. John's Children's Religious Education 
Program will be sponsoring this event. 

Keep watching for more announcements.  Reg-
istration forms will be out soon. 

Lifeline for Marriages 
Retrouvaille, a program that helps couples 

through difficult times in their marriages, will con-
duct its next weekend session on Feb. 26-28. 

It is designed to provide the tools to help get 
your marriage back on track. 

For confidential information or to register, 
p lease cal l  648-6874, e-mail  Oak-
l a n d @ R e c t o C A . c o m o r  v i s i t 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com. 

Making Holy Choices 
Did you ever wonder what God is saying?  

How can one hear His voice?  How does one know 
if the right decision is being made? 

A three-day mission on Making Holy Choices: 
Discerning God’s Will in Your Life on March 7-9 
at St. Joseph Church in Pinole promises to be en-
gaging, entertaining and inspiring. 

The Sunday-Monday-Tuesday mission from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. will provide spiritual tools to help 
discern God’s will in our lives, as well as give help 
through these tough economic times. 

For more information, please call 741-4900 or 
visit www.sjcpinole.org. 


