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Extend Your Love to Others on This Special Day 
 
Friends,  
 

Happy St. Valentine’s Day …  Even though the actual man we celebrate today might not 
have even existed, the idea behind St. Valentine is still very potent.  St. Valentine and Valen-
tine’s Day is about LOVE.  We can never have enough love.  We can never love enough.  We 
can summarize the basic message of Jesus in the word: LOVE.  “Love God with all your heart, 
soul, mind and strength, and love others as you love yourself.” (Mark 12:30)  That fits in per-
fectly with Valentine’s Day as a day of love.   

 

Here is a suggestion: think of someone who is lonely, sick, home-bound or just trying to 
survive.  On Valentine’s Day, give them a phone call or pay them a visit.  That is love in prac-
tice. 

 

I got my first e-mail from Sr. Denise.  She survived the earthquake because of a young girl 
who helped her out of the Mother House.  Sr. Denise calls this a miracle, and the young girl a 
real angel sent from God.  Sr. Denise is back in Baraderes and our sister parish.  However, she 
is not well.  The results of seeing all of the dead and the destruction of the city and the convents 
and churches is a huge psychological trauma.  I believe Sr. Denise is suffering from post-
traumatic syndrome, as well as her high blood pressure.  Say a very special prayer for her and 
our sisters and brothers in Haiti.  That is love. 

 

Much love, 
Fr. John 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 



 
 February 13 �  20, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, Feb. 13 5 p.m. Carmela Tringali  Caramagno Family 
Sunday, Feb. 14 8 a.m. Tony Skerl † Skerl Family  
 9:30 a.m. Donald S. Kaldunski † Nancy Scherr 
 11 a.m. Ruth Bronner † Kathy Klatt  
 12:30 p.m. Personal Intentions  Jean Coppock  
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, Feb. 15  8 a.m. M. Teresa Barber † Menci Ferreros  
Tuesday, Feb. 16  8 a.m. Robert Moore † Herman & Janet Chavez  
Wednesday, Feb. 17 8 a.m. Jim Sanders † Sanders Family  
 7:30 p.m. Robert Moore † Herman & Janet Chavez  
Thursday, Feb. 18  8 a..m. Leonor F. Tiongson † Mom & Dad 
 7 p.m. Robert Moore † Jeff Chavez 
Friday, Feb. 19 8 a.m. Theresa Huang � Thanksgiving Huang Family 
 7 p.m. Ron Skerl † Skerl Family  
Saturday, Feb. 20 8 a.m. Claire Gorin † Joe & Mary Asuncion  
 5 p.m. Fannie Rawls † Renty Family 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Barbara Brendlin-
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Emilio 
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irma Gherlone, Teresa 
Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Betty Harrell, Fran-
ces Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Geraldine Judt, Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & 
John Miche, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, 
Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, 
Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and Marilyn Sut-
ton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Message of Stewardship 
The words of the psalmist echo the theme of 

all of today’s readings.  “Blessed are they who 
hope in the Lord.”  As good stewards, firmly 
grounded in that hope, may we bear fruit in due 
season � assisting the poor, feeding the hungry 
and consoling the sorrowful whenever we have 
the chance. 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (205) $6,578 
 Loose Donations  2,168       
Total Regular Collection $8,746 
 

Parish & School Development $1,912 
 

Next Weekend: Mark Price � Parish Mission  
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Lauren Epperson Simone Epperson 

Stephen Eveland 
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This time each year, we are asked to contribute to the 
Bishop’s Appeal, to strengthen the Catholic Church 
throughout the East Bay.   

This year’s theme is “To Make Christ Better Known: 
The Campaign for Catholic Parishes and Education.” 

The Appeal helps inner-city Catholic schools and other 
Catholic educational programs, economically struggling 
parishes, vocations, seminary education, priest retirement 
and family ministries, including CYO, Youth and Family 
Ministry and Respect Life. 

Your gift to the Appeal is a way to share with our 
Catholic neighbors, for us to know Christ better and to help 
others know him.   

Parishioners are encouraged to make long-term pledges, 
which will be less painful and provide a continuing income 
stream for the diocese throughout the year. 

A second collection is being taken up this weekend for 
pledges and donations. 

Our parish goal remains at $25,154.  Last year, we were 
able to achieve 96% of our goal. 

Second Collection This Weekend for Bishop’s Appeal 

Diocesan Mass for the Sick 
The Order of Malta Health Clinic at Christ the 

Light Cathedral will hold its second annual Dioce-
san World Day of the Sick Mass at 1 a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 27. 

The principal celebrant will be Bishop Cor-
dileone.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be admin-
istered to all who suffer from a serious acute or 
chronic illness. 

Special seating and an area for wheelchairs 
will be set aside for those who will receive the sac-
rament.  Please arrive by 10:30 a.m. to assure ac-
cess to these areas. 

Parking, including handicapped spaces, will be 
available in the cathedral garage free of charge to 
the  first 200 cars.  Attendants will be available to 
those who require assistance. 

For more information, contact the Malta 
Health Clinic at 587-3000. 

Rosary Making, Book Exchange 
Attention, women of the parish: 
St. John’s Women's Covenant Group is spon-

soring two events from 4 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, 
Feb. 18, in our Community Center. 

1) Rosary making and fund-raising for rosa-
ries, which will be delivered to Haiti. 

We will be making corded rosaries from kits, 
bringing any extra rosaries and offerings to pur-
chase 'Glow in the Dark' plastic rosaries for the 
children.   

You’re not crafty, you say?  You could count 
out beads or just visit.  The rosaries will be hand-
delivered to the sisters for our Sister Parish, 
school, orphanage and clinic. 

2) Secondly, we will offer a book exchange to 
share reading materials with fellow women of the 
parish. 

Simply bring a book you have read and would 
like to pass on, and pick another one up!   

It's great to get cozy, enjoy a new book with 
your favorite warm beverage!  Stop by for some 
fellowship and fun!   

Questions?  Call Pam Vincent at 233-6486. 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 
 

Support Those Who Support Our Bulletin 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Noon Tuesday, Feb. 16:  
12:30: Reception in memory of  

Claire Gorin 

Mark Price as St. Joseph (left) and Judas 

Judas, St. Joseph Come to Life 
Mark Price, who provides vivid depictions of 

biblical figures, will return to St. John’s Feb. 20-
22, to give us a parish mission. 

He will depict Judas at all the Masses on the 
first weekend of Lent, then portray St. Joseph at 7 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 22. 

Mark’s 35-year ministry is designed to chal-
lenge churchgoers to a greater understanding of 
what it means to believe.  His previous perform-
ances here have drawn wide acclaim. 

Lent Begins Wednesday 
Lent begins this Wednesday, Feb. 17. 
On Ash Wednesday, we 

will distribute blessed ashes 
after the regular 8 a.m. Mass, 
a school Mass at 9:30 a.m. 
and an evening Mass at 7:30 
p.m. 

Ash Wednesday is a day 
of fast (one full meal) and abstinence (no meat).  
The Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence. 

We will provide a special weekday evening 
Mass at 7 p.m. during Lent, and Stations of the 
Cross on Fridays after the 8 a.m. Mass. 

Get Your Rice Bowl for Lent 
Lent begins this week with Ash Wednesday.  

As part of our community’s observance of Lent, 
we ask all families to participate in Catholic Relief 
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl, a program of 
prayer, fasting, learning and giving.   

Please be sure to take 
home a Rice Bowl packet and 
follow this simple yet power-
ful Lenten practice. 

Half your donations will 
go to Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, and other half to our 
Sister Parish in Haiti. 

Visit orb.crs.org for more information. 

Celebrate Black History 
You are cordially invited to a Black History 

Celebration on Sunday, Feb. 28.   
The African American Community at St. 

John’s will be welcoming Fr. Greg Chisholm from 
St. Patrick’s in Oakland, who will be preaching at 
the 12:30 p.m. Mass. 

A reception will follow, featuring a traditional 
soul food menu of fried and baked chicken, maca-
roni and cheese, green beans, cornbread, red velvet 
cake, pound cake, peach cobbler and lemonade.   

Those wishing to bring food items are encour-
aged to bring fried or baked chicken or one of the 
dessert items indicated to the Community Center.   

Please call Barbarella Magloire if you have 
questions at 669-0177.  All are welcome. 

Divine Mercy Congress 
Divine Mercy Eucharistic Society will hold a 

regional congress on mercy the weekend of 
March 5-7 at the Marriot San Ramon. 

Guest speaker will include Auxiliary Bishop 
Ignatius Wang of San Francisco. 

The early registration fee for a three-day con-
ference pass is $35.  To register or inquire, call 
412-4715.  The chapel is located at 11152 San 
Pablo Ave., next door to St. John’s church. 
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Mardi Gras Zydeco, Feb. 14 
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary 

Court 230 will present Andre Thierry & the Zy-
deco Magic performing at a Mardi Gras Zydeco 
from 3 to 7 p.m. this Sunday, Feb. 14, at St. 
Mark’s Church in Richmond. 

Tickets are $15 adults, children under 12 free.  
For tickets, call Zenobia Phillips at 215-6828 or 
Rochelle Singleton at 236-9632. 

Come in costume, come in mask, celebrate, 
parade and crown the best dressed. 

Catholic Voice Online 
The Catholic Voice is now available online at 

www.catholicvoiceoakland.org  
In this issue you'll find . . .  

·  Oakland A’s prospect Grant Desme an-
nounces he'll join the priesthood.  

·  Both sides await Prop 8 trial ruling in what 
the presiding judge termed “a fascinating case.”  

·  50,000 people find help and hope among 
makeshift shelters at CRS camp.  

·  St. Bernard students move to St. Jarlath 
School.  

·  Three leading U.S. bishops call on Congress 
to set aside partisanship on health care reform.  

·  More than 30,000 pro-life advocates rally in 
annual Walk for Life West Coast.  

·  Second annual Diocesan World Day of the 
Sick will be observed in Oakland’s Cathedral of 
Christ the Light. 

. . . these, a special Marriage & Weddings sec-
tion, your favorite features, and much more.  

Auditions for Boys Choir 
The Golden Gate Boys Choir, serving the Oak-

land Diocese for the past 21 years, welcomes in-
quiries and auditions from boys in diocesan 
schools and parishes.    

For information, please call 887-4311 or visit 
www.ggbc.org. 

Philippine Passion Play 
The Philippine Passion Play “Kristo” will be 

performed at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 7, at Chabot 
College Performing Arts Center in Hayward. 

“Kristo” is the story of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the form of a Philippine musical-dance drama 
and pantomime movements. There is no dialogue. 

The play features two-time Philippine best ac-
tor Mat Ranillo III as Jesus, together with dancers 
from Steps Styles & Spotlights school of dance in 
Union City.  For information and reservations, call 
712-1425 or see www.kristotheplay.com. 

Fr. Emmanuel and friends at his thesis defense. 

Fr. Emmanuel Gets Ph.D. 
Fr. Emmanuel Foro, S.J., who has served at St. 

John’s for several years while studying at the 
Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, was 
awarded a doctoral degree after successfully de-
fending his thesis on “Reconciliation in Light of 
the Genocide in Rwanda.” 

A large contingent of St. John’s parishioners 
were on hand to support and congratulate him. 

Mark Calendars for Bible Camp 
Have you ever wondered...... 
What was it like to live as a slave in Bible 

Times? 
How did they make mummies? 
What happened to Joseph (the guy with the 

colorful coat)? 
Find the answers to these questions � and more 

� at our ninth annual Vacation Bible Day Camp.  
The adventure at St. John’s will last from June 21-
25. 

Each day’s celebration begins at 9 a.m., and 
the journey ends at 5 p.m. for most campers. 

There is a morning option available for pre-
school and kindergarten students. 

Please reserve the time to visit Egypt 
and  Joseph's journey from prison to palace. 

The St. John's Children's Religious Education 
Program will be sponsoring this event. 

Keep watching for more announcements.  Reg-
istration forms will be out soon. 


