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Thanks for Your Generous Response to Haiti 
 

Friends, 
   

I am so proud of you for your generous response 
to the earthquake in Haiti.  When we took up a spe-
cial second collection, you dug deep into your 
pockets and given more than $14,000.  That is a 
huge collection and love offering.  Then last week-
end, our kindergarten children led our 9:30 liturgy, 
and this one grade gave me a check for $2,028 that 
they have been collecting since September.  
(Richard Keller figured out that if we used this 
$2,000 only for a beans and rice dinner, it would 
feed 50,000 people.)  Your generosity both pleases 
me and amazes me.  Our Sister Parish Committee 
will send this money to Haiti and let the sisters de-
cide when it can be best used.  I assure you that 
every cent will be spent for the poor. 

   

In the Gospel today, Jesus calls poor fishermen to come and follow him and be the nucleus 
of the early church.  Jesus likewise calls each one of us to follow Him and be the Good News 
to the poor.  At your Baptism, you were chosen to be a child of God and a follower of Jesus.  
Each one of us has a job to do in bearing witness to the love of Jesus. 

   

Gratefully yours, 
Fr. John Maxwell 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This column and all of Father John’s previous columns are available on our parish 
Web site.  Just go  to www.SaintJohnTheBaptistChurch.org and click on the picture of the church. 

Fr. John receives a big check for Haiti from 
St. John’s kindergartners  



 
 February 6 �  13, 2010 
 
 Intention Requested By 

Saturday, Feb. 6 5 p.m. Steve Eveland † John E. Ewen 
Sunday, Feb. 7 8 a.m. Renaldo Marin † Marin Family  
 9:30 a.m. Donald S. Kaldunski † Naicamura Family  
 11 a.m. Claire Gorin † Mary Dong  
 12:30 p.m. Eugenio Artiaga † Reyline Artiaga  
 6 p.m. St. John’s Parishioners  Brazilian Community  
Monday, Feb. 8  8 a.m. Evelyn Phillips  Mary Dong  
Tuesday, Feb. 9  8 a.m. Eladia P. Cruz † Peralta Family  
Wednesday, Feb. 10 8 a.m. Margaret Hicks † Joe & Mary Asuncion  
Thursday, Feb. 11  8 a..m. Larry & Nemesia Peralta � Renewed Vows Peralta Family  
Friday, Feb. 12 8 a.m. Eulalia Artiaga � Birthday  Reyline Artiaga  
Saturday, Feb. 13 8 a.m. Eufemia Palis † Angelina Patacsil 
 5 p.m. Carmela Tringali  Caramagno Family 
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Let Us Pray for the Sick:  
Josephine Abbissinio, Dorothy Alexander, 

Evelyn Baker, George Blair, Barbara Brendlin-
ger, Elizabeth Brown, Jeffrey Chavez, Isabella 
Kristine Cruz, Deloris Davis, Lou Encalada, 
Narte Estrellas, Michael Fleming, Emilio 
Gallegos, Ann Gerletti, Irma Gherlone, Teresa 
Grant, Domingos Gregorio, Betty Harrell, Fran-
ces Haynes, Steve Jeffre, Geraldine Judt, Marsha 
Lightfoot, Maria Impang Lozada, Eric Lubrano, 
Fr. John Maxwell, Deanie McGowan, Evelyn & 
John Miche, Lolita Parafina, Stephen Pellingra, 
Evelyn Phillips, Dina Pieroni, Leola Richardson, 
Sr. Mary Soong, Amy Stymer and Marilyn Sut-
ton. 

 

Please call the rectory to add or remove names. 

Message of Stewardship 
In today’s readings, both Isaiah and Peter 

hear the call of God and feel themselves unwor-
thy.  But, reassured by the Lord, both answer and 
follow.  Do I hear the Lord asking, “Whom shall 
I send?”  Am I prepared to answer, “Here I am.  
Send me!”? 

Stewardship 
 

 Envelopes & EFT (193) $3,773 
 Loose Donations  1,789      
Total Regular Collection $5,562 
 

Parish Charities  $2,143 
 

Haiti Earthquake Relief $2,824 
 

Next Weekend: Bishop’s Annual Appeal  
 

Please remember your parish in your will. 

Need a Receipt for Donations? 
Would you like to receive an acknowledge-

ment of your 2009 contributions to St. John’s 
Church?  Simply drop us a note or telephone the 
church office at 232-5659, and we’ll mail you a 
written verification of your total donations for 
the year. 

We encourage all parishioners to use collec-
tion envelopes or our electronic fund transfer 
(EFT) program.  Taking the time to use the enve-
lopes or EFT donations makes it more likely that 
your contribution will be planned and thoughtful. 

Records are kept in confidence. 

Claire Gorin 
 

Robert Moore 
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This year’s Bishop’s Appeal, the Oakland Diocese’s 
annual fund-raising campaign, is being launched this week-
end (Announcement Weekend).   

The overall campaign goal has again been set at $2.1 
million, with our individual parish goal also remaining the 
same, at $25,154.  Last year, we were able to achieve 96% 
of our goal by collecting $24,215. 

Parishioners are encouraged to make long-term pledges, 
which will be less painful and provide a continuing income 
stream for the diocese throughout the year. 

A second collection will be taken up next weekend for 
pledges and donations. 

The 2010 theme is “To Make Christ Better Known: The 
Campaign for Catholic Parishes and Education.”  Proceeds 
will benefit Catholic education, the priesthood (vocations, 
seminarians, retirement), needy parishes, and family pro-
grams (CYO, family and youth ministries, respect life).   

It is important to understand that total funds needed for 
these four program areas will far exceed what we expect to 
raise through the Bishop’s Appeal, so the diocese is more of 
a co-contributor than the beneficiary of Appeal funds. 

The Gospel for Appeal Sunday, Feb. 14, is the Sermon on the Mount from St. Luke.  Jesus preaches 
the value of spiritual wealth over material wealth, and prepares his followers to face ridicule and rejec-
tion in their efforts to make him better know.  These messages, plus the preparation for the holy and sac-
rificial season of Lent, provide a good context for us to consider this appeal. 

“Because of last year’s disastrous economy, which continues into this new year, our need to provide 
assistance to our schools, parishes, seminarians, retired priests and families is even greater despite drastic 
reductions of diocesan expenses,” Bishop Salvatore Cordileone said. 

Bishop Making His Annual Appeal for Your Support 

Soup Luncheon This Thursday 
It’s soup time again.  Please reserve the date of 

Thursday, Feb. 10, for St. John’s monthly soup 
luncheon in the Community Center.  Soup is 
served from noon to 1 p.m., or until the soup runs 
out. 

Last month’s soup was delicious.  Thank you 
to the Ventin family, who prepared minestrone 
soup, and to the wonderful volunteers for their 
help. 

Don’t forget to bring your soup bowl, coffee 
cup and spoon.  We’ll provide the soup, coffee and 
tea, bread and dessert, all for only $3.  If you’ve 
missed joining us, you’re also missing out on some 
wonderful homemade cookies and bars.  For soup 
to go, please bring a container 

2009 Deduction for Haiti Relief 
Thank you for your generous contributions to 

earthquake relief in Haiti.  Counting the kinder-
garten class, our parishioners have donated more 
than $16,000 to this cause.  

Under a new U.S. tax law, people who have 
donated to charities providing relief to Haitians 
since the Jan. 12 earthquake can take a tax de-
duction for the contribution on their 2009 tax 
return instead of their 2010 return. 

“This measure provides an immediate benefit 
for those who have already given and an incen-
tive for those who are considering a charitable 
contribution,” said House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.  
“We must do everything we can to help the peo-
ple of Haiti and the aid workers.” 
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St. John’s Seniors 
St. John the Baptist Community Center 
6500 Gladys St., corner of Lexington 

Director: Jan Duckart 527-2850 
Telephone 237-3808 on Tuesdays 

Noon Tuesday, Feb. 9:  
12:45: “Preventing Falls for Seniors” 

Colleen Campbell 
Seniors Injury Prevention Program 

 

 

Last Call for Crab Feast 
This is the final weekend you can purchase 

tickets for our parish’s seventh annual crab 
feed, this year known as Cupid’s Crab Feast 
on Saturday evening, Feb. 13 � the day before 
Valentine’s Day and the last Saturday before 
Lent. 

Tickets are $40 a person this weekend, and 
$45 at the door.   

No-host cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will 
start at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 o’clock. 

The menu, prepared by the Navea family, 
will include hot roasted garlic crab, pasta, 
salad, rolls, dessert, coffee and tea. 

The program will include a silent auction, 
raffle and mini-live auction. 

You can purchase tickets at the church ex-
its or by going online to www.sjcrabfeed.com. 

Please join us in this endeavor to raise 
funds for our parish while having a wonderful 
time. 

Mark Price as St. Joseph (left) and Judas 

Parish Lenten Mission 
Mark Price, who provides vivid depictions of 

biblical figures, will return to St. John’s Feb. 20-
22 to give us a parish mission. 

He will depict Judas at all the Masses on the 
first weekend of Lent, then portray St. Joseph at 7 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 22. 

Mark’s 35-year ministry is designed to chal-
lenge churchgoers to a greater understanding of 
what it means to believe.  His previous perform-
ances here have drawn wide acclaim. 

Bring Your Blessed Palms 
In preparation for Ash Wednesday, we’re col-

lecting blessed palms (from Palm Sunday last 
year).  We’ll burn them and distribute the ashes in 
the service that starts Lent. 

Please bring your palms to church and put 
them in the designated containers, or you can drop 
them by the office during the week. 

Ash Wednesday Is Feb. 17 
Lent is coming up soon.  Ash Wednesday, 

which starts our 40-day penitential season, falls on 
Feb. 17 this year. 

On Ash Wednesday, we will distribute blessed 
ashes after the regular 8 a.m. Mass, a school Mass 
at 9:30 a.m. and an evening Mass at 7:30 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday is a day of fast (one full meal) 
and abstinence (no meat).  The Fridays of Lent are 
days of abstinence. 

We will provide a special weekday evening 
Mass at 7 p.m. during Lent, and Stations of the 
Cross on Fridays after the 8 a.m. Mass. 

Healing Mass and Talk 
Fr. Michael Barry, a well-known speaker and 

Bible teacher, will conduct a talk and healing Mass 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 13, at St. 
Jerome Church in El Cerrito.   

The Mass will be at 11 a.m. 
Fr. Barry, a member of the Congregation of the 

Sacred Hearts, lives in San Bernardino, where he 
founded Mary’s Mercy Center to provide food for 
the poor and Veronica’s Home of Mercy, a shelter 
for single pregnant women. 
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Report on Catholic Charities 
You’re invited to St. Patrick Parish in Rodeo at 

7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 10, to hear the good news 
about Catholic social justice in the Oakland Dio-
cese. 

Two representatives from Catholic Charities of 
the East Bay will report on what is being done lo-
cally by Catholic Charities, which is celebrating 
75 years of service to those in need in the East 
Bay. 

Hear how all of us can share our time and tal-
ent with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Mardi Gras Zydeco, Feb. 14 
Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary 

Court 230 will present Andre Thierry & the Zy-
deco Magic performing at a Mardi Gras Zydeco 
from 3 to 7 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 14, at St. Mark’s 
Church in Richmond. 

Tickets are $15 adults, children under 12 free.  
For tickets, call Zenobia Phillips at 215-6828 or 
Rochelle Singleton at 236-9632. 

Come in costume, come in mask, celebrate, 
parade and crown the best dressed. 
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Please celebrate this special liturgy with us  

and join us for a reception after Mass in the Conference Room. 

Retreats at San Damiano 
San Damiano Franciscan Retreat Center in 

Danville is offering several programs to help en-
rich your spiritual life this Lent and beyond: 

·  Ash Wednesday Feb. 17 and March 5, 10, 16, 
and 23 – Lenten Days of Renewal 

·  Friday, Feb. 19 – Love, Anger, Power and 
Food: Learn how to creatively solve problems of 
weight, food, self-esteem and eating 

·  Wednesday, March 3 – Lenten Twilight 
·  March 12-14 – Lenten Weekend 
·  March 19-21 – Silent Meditation in the Chris-

tian Tradition 
·  Sunday, March 21 – Day of Dialogue for 

Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and Transgendered  
·  April 1-4 – Holy Week Retreat 
·  Saturday, April 10 – Young Adult Retreat 
·  April 16-18  – Recovery: 12 Steps & Tradi-

tions 
·  April 23-25 – Silent Christian Meditation 
·  April 27-29 – Waking Up To This Day 
To inquire or register, please go on-line to 

www.sandamiano.org, telephone (925) 837-9141, or 
write P.O. Box 767, Danville, CA  94526. 


